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Classic & Vintage 
Commercial Show 

10& 11* June 2017 

A colourful two day event 
featuring over 350 pre-1977 lorries. 

Buy discounted tickets 
& camping pitches online 

or call 01926 645033 Mon-Fri 11 am-4pm 

admin fee applies. 


*Gift Aid tickets and other promotional 
vouchers are NOT valid on Sunday 11 
June 2017. 
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Why not join the UK’s premier historic commercial vehicle club? 


HISTORIC COMMERCIAL 
VEHICLE SOCIETY 



Take a look at our website www.hcvs.co.uk 

Our members’ vehicle insurance scheme is one of the best and vehicle recovery for all sizes of 

vehicle is included at no extra cost. 

Membership also gives an opportunity to take part in our celebrated annual 
LONDON TO BRIGHTON RUN plus other HCVS organised events 

throughout the country. 

Interested in joining? then 
contact our Membership Secretary 
Diane Taylor on 
Tele No. 01342 894564 
or e-mail: info@hcvs.co.uk 

Registered Charity No. 271123 

To promote the study and preservation of Historic Commercial Vehicles 
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Mike Forbes. 
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Model Centre 


Tei: 0151 733 3655info@hattons.co.uk 

17 Montague Road, Widnes, WA8 8FZ 
Phones: Mon-Sat 7:30am to 6pm Sun 9am to 5pm 
Shop: Mon - Sun 9am to 5pm 

15,000+ items available on WWW, hattons.co.uk 


N Gauge 

OXFORD 4 

Oxford Diecast - Buses 

NLRT003 LeylandRo^TgerWA^xanderNEW . __^£ 7 



NSET004 5 Piece Bus Set London Transport NEW £27.50 

Cars 

NVWB004 VW Beetle Anthracite NEW .£3.75 


00 Gauge (1:76 Scale) 

Base Toys -Buses 



B209A Bristol MW6G "Western National" - "Dartmouth" £17 
B209B Bristol MW6G "Western National" - "Tiverton".£17 

Commercial vehicles 

LI5 Pack of two Forklift trucks - British Railways. £8 

CORGI 

Corgi Collectables - Buses 
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OM41913A Leyland PD3 'Queen Mary 1 Open Top, Southdown 
Motor Services, 197 Eastbourne via & Birling Gap.£30 



OM46615B New Routemaster, Arriva, 137 Oxford Circus£30 

Cars 

CR5003 3 piece Mini Collection - Speedwell blue, Radford Wicker Mini & 
Monte Carlo Rally Mini (list £11.99). BARGAIN .£5 



25711 Daimler DMS1 Door Bus & Coach Council - 
Bachmann exclusive.£34 

28825 Leyland Titan 2 Door Prototype London Transport - Bachmann 
exclusive.£34 



30716 AEC Renown -Greater Manchester PTE - 325 to 
Hollow End NEW .£25.46 





38123 Bristol VRTII "City of Oxford" - "82, Aylesbury" 
NEW .£29.71 


nlMr 


40101 Daimler DMS open-top in Network SouthEast - 
bridge maintenence vehicle - Ltd Ed.£33.96 

OXFORD 4 

Oxford Diecast - Cars 


76CC001 Carlight Continental Caravan Light Grey_£6 

76SET40 3 Piece Volvo Set NEW .£12 

Commercial vehicles 

76CM009 Commer Q25 Lyons Ice Cream NEW .£5.50 



76FBB001 Fowler BB1 16nhp Ploughing Engine 

No.15145 Rusty Dorset.£13 

76FSR004 Fowler Steam Roller No 19053 Patricia B. £10 



76MB003 Mercedes Actros GSC Flatbed Trailer J R 
Adams.£20 



76MB004 Mercedes Actros SSC D-TEC Combitrailer/ 

Container John Mitchell.£20 

76SCL002 Scania Crane Lorry White. £13 


76SCT002 Scania Ev 6 Car Transporter Quinns.. £26.70 



76SDF002 Shelvoke & Drewry Freightlifter British Rail 
(Crimson).£10.50 



76SET45 Hayton Coulthard Centenary Set.£40 



76SHL01ST Scania Highline Nooteboom 3 Axle Semi 
Low Loader Stobart Rail.. £19. 40 



76VOL02CL Marstons Volvo FH Curtainside Lorry NEW £12 



76VOL03CL Volvo FH3 6 Wheel Curtainside Coopers 
NEW .£15 

Military ground vehicles 



76DT002 Diamond T980 Tank Transporter 1st Canadian 

Army - Italy 1943.£20 

76QLD002 Bedford QLD 1st Armoured Division 1941.. £11 



76QLR001 Bedford QLR1 st Infantry Div - UK 1942 NEW £11.50 

76TAC002 TACR2 Queens Flight. £8 

Motorcycles & Scooters 

76BSA009 Motorbike/Sidecar NRMA NEW .£4 

Public Service vehicles 



76FHP001 Fordson Heavy Pump Unit NFS.£10.8 
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76FHP002 Fordson Heavy Pump Unit London Fire 

Brigade.£10.50 

76FS002 Ford Sierra Sapphire Nottinghamshire Police NEW .£4 

76JM023 Morris J2 Ambulance Scottish Ambulance Auxiliary Corps NEW £4.95 
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76SHP001 Sherpa Van Royal Mail (Wales).£5 



76TN002 Thornycroft Nubian Major Glamorgan Fire 
Service.£12 



76TN003 Thornycroft Nubian Bristol Airport.£12.10 

1:50 Scale 

CORGI 

Corgi Collectables - Commercial 
vehicles 

CC13779 Scania R, H.E. Payne, cab only. £47 



CC13780 Scania R Topline, John Hulston Haulage, 
Stirling, Scotland - cab only.£45 



CC16001 Volvo FH, H.D. Ricketts Ltd, cab only, new tool.. .£47 



CC16002 Corgi 60th - Volvo FH Curtainside "Cilia" - 
Eddie Stobart Ltd, Carlisle, Cumbria, new tool.£73 
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CC16003 Volvo FH, Curtainside Trailer, V.G. Mathers, 
Inverurie, Scotland, new tool.£68 



CC16004 Volvo FH, Eddie Stobart - cab only, new tool . £45 


CC16005 Volvo FH, Step-Frame Trailer, Anderson new 
tool.£68 


CC16007 Volvo FH, Maxwell Freight ‘Liberator’ cab only, 
new tool.£45 

0 Gauge (1:43 Scale) 


Corgi Collectables - Cars 

'ft 



VA10816 Ford Capri 2.8i Special, Rosso Red.£21 
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VA11115 Land Rover Series 1, Cockpit Green, 1 st road 
registered Land Rover.£21 

Public Service vehicles 



CC02799 Ashes to Ashes Set - Ford Granada Police and 
Audi quattro - NEW TOOLING (list £39.99)BARGAIN .£19 

OXFORD 4 

Oxford Diecast - Cars 

43JAG9004 Jaguar MklX Black/Imperial Maroon. £1 9 



43RRC001 Rolls Royce Corniche Conv. (Open) Indigo 

Blue NEW .£22 

43RRP3001 Rolls Royce Phantom III SdV HJ Mulliner Black. £20 


£4 P&P for 2 or more items 

£7 P&P Next Day (Orders before 2pm) 

Sign up to our weekly newsletter at hattons.CQ.uk/mailinglist 


All items in stock when advert created. 
Prices valid until 15/03/17 .Errors excepted. 


UK P&P £2 

Follow us on @hattonsmodels and /hattonsmodelrailways 

















































































ROAD HAULAGE ARCHIVE 

“TANKS FOR EVERYTHING!” 


Tankers really stand out from the crowd, especially when it comes to eight-wheelers. This one has got the lot, with a well- 
known name as well. GLS Transport was a London-based company - the ‘Hillside’ telephone exchange was North Finchley 
- specialising in ‘petrol and oils, in bulk and in barrels’, as it says on the tank side. I can remember the company’s Scammell 
Handyman artics in dark blue in the 1970s, not Looking as smart as this earlier vehicle in the fleet, 9618 MG (Middlesex, early 
1963) a Late model Seddon DD8 - with the same hubs on both rear axles showing the double-drive.This is one which escaped 
from the relevant section of the Latest Road Haulage Archive issue‘Tanks for Everything’. 


W elcome to the March 
issue of Vintage 
Roadscene. We seem to 
be well into the new year 
already. I think we have 
covered the usual wide range of subject 
matter within our remit this month, which I 
hope you'll enjoy. 

Last month's'Scenes Past'with pictures of 
workshops seems to have gone down well, 
perhaps because so many drivers started their 
transport careers as mechanics, or is it just 
that we all have a fascination for things being 
taken apart and rebuilt? There are plenty more 
workshop pictures, so we can have another dose 
of that particular medicine in a future issue. 

Equally, I hope you share my interest in 
this month's pictures of vehicles in some 
well-known fleets. For many of us, just the 
mention of the vehicles of a major fleet, which 
were once seen right across the country, is 
enough to take us back to those days. Some 
companies, although they mainly operated 
within a limited area around their base, were 
still recognised by enthusiasts much further 
afield. 

For this reason, for many years, new vehicles 
at commercial vehicle shows would be 
exhibited in the liveries of operators which 
would be recognised, on the basis that 
potential customers would think along the 
lines of:"If it's good enough for them, then 
it's good enough for me."Those days seem 
to be long gone in this more corporate age, 
certainly as far as the chassis manufacturers 


are concerned, although the body and trailer 
builders'stands at the commercial vehicle 
show still tend to display their wares in 
customers'colours. 

Again, we will have more pictures of the 
lorries of companies whose names you will 
recognise in future'Scenes Past'features, both 
at motor shows of the past and events like the 
Lorry Driver of the Year heats, as well as what 
you might term a 'Fleet Focus'- although that 
sounds a bit trendy for this magazine... 

Of course, some of the best-known fleets 
were those running tankers, especially the 
fuel companies. For some reason, even more 
than box vans, with the obvious attraction of 
lots of space for a noticeable livery, tankers 
always seem to stand out from the crowd.This 
even extends to the model lorries lots of us 
collect, with the manufacturers always having 
made a point of using the colourful liveries 
we associate with petrol brands. Which of 
us enthusiasts doesn't remember the Dinky 
Supertoys Foden 'Regent' and 'Mobilgas' 
tankers? 

The latest of our Road Haulage Archive series 
looks at tankers. A large section is given over to 
those used to deliver petrol and oil in many of 
those striking colour schemes, but there are also 
tankers for other commodities, from cement to 
tar and beer to the humble municipal tanker for 
something a lot less attractive. But they are all 
features in this 100-page'bookazine; with well 
over twice that many pictures, offering us a look 
back at vehicles and names which will bring 
back all sorts of memories, as that's what it's all 


about, isn't it? 

And when it comes to memories, your letters 
and articles are flooding in, with your stories 
of time spent on the road and memories of 
the vehicles of the past. As I said last month, 
we have had a bumper post-bag recently. 
Thank you for your contributions. I hope other 
readers enjoy them as much as I have. 

As one of your letters points out, with 
recollections of multiple shop deliveries, it has 
never all been about eight-wheelers and other 
maximum capacity vehicles, although they 
are the ones which seem to stick in everyone's 
mind. We'll try and keep a balance in these 
pages, so there's something for everyone... 


i»17KTTTXfrV J * ;k, 



This month’s‘Scenes Past’features pictures 
of interesting vehicles in the fleets of three 
well-remembered companies. This Atkinson 
eight-wheeler was in the fleet of Buckley’s of 
Warrington, later known for tanker operation 
but, at the time, hand-balling Loads Like this 
was the order of the day. The smart liveries 
of individual operators were instantly 
recognisable across the country - probably 
the start of our enthusiasm for many of us. 
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PRE-WAR ALBION FIRE ENGINES 


Ron Henderson charts the early history of fire appliances built on Albion chassis. 



Above: An Albion chassis pictured on BLackheath Common, Greenwich, awaiting the fitting of the body and pump. The power take off transfer 
box and pump drive shaft can be clearly seen. The chassis maker’s plate, mounted inside the bonnet described these models as Type SPLE27. 
This example was for Cairo. 


D uring the history of British 
fire engine development, 
most commercial vehicle 
chassis builders have had 
their products adapted 
for fire service purposes and the Albion 
Motor Company was no exception. Based 
in Scotland throughout its existence, the 
company was renowned for its range of lorry 
and bus chassis. They were not, however, as 
widely adapted for fire engines as those from 
some other commercial vehicle builders. 

It was through Merryweather & Sons of 
Greenwich that Albion Motors first became 
associated with fire engines. Merryweather 
was Britain's pioneer of petrol-driven 
fire engines, supplying the first one to 
Tottenham in 1903. For some two decades, 
the company had produced its own chassis, 
propelled by Aster engines, built under 
licence in London. 

In 1922, Merryweather decided to cease 
constructing its own chassis and it was 
Albion Motors which was approached, to 
provide the chassis and engines for the 
next generation of motor fire engines. In 
July 1922, Merryweather unveiled its new 
'Hatfield' motor fire engine at the annual 
meeting of the Professional Fire Brigades 
Association, held at the Connaught Rooms, 
London. 


The Hatfield designation referred to the 
rear-mounted reciprocating pump, so 
named because the first one was installed at 
Hatfield House, Hertfordshire as a fixed fire 
and domestic water pump. The road engine 
was a standard four cylinder 50 bhp unit, 
housed under a new sloping bonnet with a 


curved, instead of flat radiator. 

Other improvements on the earlier Hatfield 
fire engines included redesigned steering 
gear, larger storage accommodation in the 
side and main boxes and an increase in the 
wheelbase by twelve inches, from the former 
11 ft 6 ins. The solid back axle and chain 


Above: A completed Merryweather Albion, built for Exeter Fire Brigade in 1924. The canopy 
cab protecting the driver and passenger was an unusual fitment during this era, although 
the remainder of the crew was still exposed to the elements. 
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Above: One of the first Merryweather-ALbion fire engines, this one provided fire cover at the British Empire Exhibition, held at Wembley Park 
between April and October 1924. The appliance was Later sold to Scunthorpe Corporation, the type thereafter being known as the‘British 
Empire’ model. 


drive were retained and larger brake drums 
fitted on the back. 

The prototype was finished in enamelled 
white with gold lines and fine-lined in blue. It 
was sold the following year to the private fire 
brigade of Rowntree's Sweet Company, York. 

One particularly interesting omission in 
the press release was that nowhere was the 
name 'Albion' mentioned, and there was 
nothing on the machine to suggest the 
chassis maker. Merryweather fabricated its 
own design of heavy brass radiator cowling 
with the legend,'MERRYWEATHER LONDON', 
impressed into the front metal where the 
chassis maker's name-plate would normally 
be. The Albion replaced Meryweather's fire 
engines built on its own in-house chassis 
and became the company's standard fire 
engine, until a further range of fire engines 
based on Morris-Commercial chassis was 
introduced. 

In the early 1930s, the Merryweather 
Albions appeared with a new radiator 
assembly, with the sharply peaked top, as 
fitted to factory-built Albion products, but 
there was still no Albion badge on the front, 
although the Albion connection was now 
being acknowledged in the Merryweather 
company literature. These fire engines 
were sold under the name of'Greenwich 
Salamanders'. 

In July 1931, London Fire Brigade 
commissioned two Merryweather motor 
fire engines, followed by a further nine in 
February the following year. They were 
described as having a Merryweather-Albion 
chassis of the very latest type, specially 
designed and constructed for fire engine 
work. 



They featured worm and differential 
gear, instead of the old chain wheel drive, 
and the pump was a turbine type, instead 
of the traditional Hatfield type, with its 
characteristic brass domed cylinders.The 
Albion-Merryweather connection remained 
in force until World War II, but some changes 
and improvements in the design occurred in 
the immediate years leading up to the war. 

One major consideration was the 
comfort and safety of the crews, leading 
London to specify appliances with seating 
arrangements where the crew sat on a 
transverse seat. This notion, although an 
important safety factor, was relatively short¬ 


lived, as fully enclosed vehicles started to see 
increasing use. 

As early as 1923, Exeter Town Council 
commissioned an Albion with a canopy for 
the driver and front seat passenger, although 
the remainder of the crew were still exposed 
to the weather. In 1939, London Fire Brigade 
ordered a fully-enclosed Albion fire engine, 
complete with wheeled escape ladder but. 


Above: Merryweather supplied the first British fully enclosed fire engine to Edinburgh in 
February 1931. Three years Later, the company supplied this streamlined Limousine motor 
pump to Lancaster Fire Brigade. Behind is one of the ‘Greenwich Salamander’ motor fire 
engines, with a more characteristic Albion radiator. 

Inset: In the 1930s, Merryweather started to acknowledge Albion’s input to the machines, 
with chassis plates Like this one. 
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not wanting to put all of their eggs in one 
basket, ordered similar units from Dennis 
and Leyland. One major innovation with the 
Albion was that it was fitted with a 70 hp six 
cylinder diesel engine. 

Thanks to Merryweather & Sons, Albion 
made a valuable contribution to the 
complex fire engine field and for some years 
this connection remained unique. However, 
in the late 1930s, John Kerr & Co Ltd, of 
Northwich, Cheshire, introduced a new 
range of Albion-Drysdale fire engines, fitted 
with Kerr's'Drysdale'turbine pumps and 
bodied by Jennings. These smart products 
included both normal control and forward 
control machines, mostly with enclosed 


Above: John Kerr supplied this forward control 
Albion to Pilkington Bros Glassworks. It later 
saw further service at Rainhill Hospital, 
Lancashire and can currently be seen on 
display in Merseyside’s Fire Museum at Bootle. 

limousine bodies, although some customers, 
notably Pilkington Glassmakers of St Helens 
specified a forward control appliance with 
the open Braidwood style of bodywork. 

The onset of Word War II precluded any 
further developments, with contracts for 
fire engines being awarded by central 
government, with Albion not included, 
although the type would reappear once 
peace was restored. 


By the time this type of Albion was delivered to London Fire Brigade in 1932, 
Merryweather was acknowledging the Albion connection, but there was still no 
visible Albion nameplates on the radiator header, or anywhere else. This is one 
of the transverse seating machines, which provided much safer rides for the 
crew, taking them away from sitting high up on the outside of a hose box. 


Above: One of the last Albion fire engines built before World War II started, this Kerr-Drysdale 
machine was built to the order of the Burgh of Buckhaven and Methil Fire Brigade in 1939. 
Post-war, it became part of Fife Fire Brigade, until being sold for further service to Guard 
Bridge Paper Company in Fife. This one survived into preservation together with a similar 
appliance from Dumfries. 


Next month 

Ron looks at post-war 
Albion fire engines. 
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33rd 

1000 ENGINE RALLY 

Organised by Five Counties 
Vintage Machinery Organisation 

17th & 18th June 2017 

At Astle Park, Chelford, Macclesfield SK11 9AD 
Email: info@1000engines.co.uk 


The AEC Society 
34th Annual Rally 

Saturday - Sunday 27th and 28th May 2017 
Newark Showground, Nottinghamshire, NG24 2NY 

For classic passenger and heavy commercial vehicles of all ages. 
Vehicle entries free including one passenger 
Pedestrian entries 1 Day £10 including programme 
2 Day £15 including programme. AEC members ana under 16s FREE 
£1 reduction with original copy of this advert 
Entry forms from Howard Berry, 07504 974776 
membership@aecsociety.com or www.aecsociety.com 
Look forward to seeing everyone 



A628 Ackworth Road. 

1 mile from Pontefract.West Yorkshire 
For more info tel :07816018291 or 01977 617327 


ThE ThoRNycRoFr SociETy 


26th BASINGSTOKE 
FESTIVAL OF 
TRANSPORT 
SUNDAY 14th MAY 2017 

at War Memorial Park, Basingstoke 
Contact John Bond 01962 883246 


KELSALL STEAM 
X: * VINTAGE RALLY 

Churches View Farm, Kelsall 
Road, Ashton, Chester, CH3 8BH 
24th & 25th June 2017 

www.kelsallsteamrally.co.uk 
kelsallsteamrally @hotmail. co.uk 



2017 DATE SOON TO 
BE ANNOUNCED 
Oswestry Showground, 
Shropshire 

Tel 01406 373421 
truckshows@kelsey.co.uk 
www.truckinglive.co.uk 






We look forward to seeing you at our rally 

16th & 17th September 2017 

Email- info@ henhamsteamrally.com 
www.henhamsteamrally.com 



2017 Spring Tractor World 
Show Plus Sunday Classic 
Commercial Show 
Including the large HJ Pugh 
auction sale on the Saturday. 

25th & 26th February 2017 

Three Counties Showground, 
Malvern, Worcestershire, 
WR13 6NW 
Tel 016974 51882. 
www.tractorworldshows.co.uk 



2017 Autumn Tractor World 
Show Plus Sunday Classic 
Commercial Show 

Including the large HJ Pugh 
auction sale on the Saturday. 

7th & 8th October 2017 

Newbury Showground, 
Priors Court, Hermitage, 
Thatcham, RG18 9NU 
Tel 016974 51882. 

www.tractorworldshows.co.uk 



I st & 2 nd July 2017 


Duncombe Park, Helmsley 
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Phil Reed continues his series looking at the lorries that were available to operators in the mid-1960s. 



n the first part of this mini-series we 
found that a hypothetical two-axle lorry 
buyer in 1965 had no less than 18 makes 
to choose from. The first part covered 
AEC to Bedford. 

We start this part with BMC. For the 
purposes of our narrative, BMC includes 
Austin and Morris. By 1965, BMC was one of 
the UK's biggest players in the two-axle rigid 
sector. It also offered probably the widest 
choice of chassis in the two-axle sector of 
any manufacturer. With the start of volume 
production that year of the new tilt-cabbed 
FJ, it could be assumed that BMC could only 
further increase its market share. If only those 
aspirations could have come true, but they 
didn't. 

Launched in 1964,1 seem to vaguely 


remember that the FJ was claimed to be the 
UK's first mass produced lorry with a tilt-cab 
in the medium weight sector or some such. 
Much was expected of it by BMC and by the 
vast legion of potential customers, who were 
prepared to look anew at a BMC lorry. 

In addition, BMC also offered a bewildering 
choice of forward control two axle lorries. 
Alongside the FJ, BMC also offered a 
range of well-established forward control 
vehicles, ranging in size from the innovative, 
threepenny-bit cabbed FG to the larger, 
rapidly aging fixed-cab FF/FH ranges. 

Complementing its forward control lorry 
ranges, BMC offered the well-established 
(for this read: 'been about for donkey's 
years') normal control WF. It also offered 
the relatively newly-developed, short-nose 


conventional (in US parlance) or, in UK terms, 
short-bonneted VA 'Noddy van'. This was 
purpose-designed for and primarily bought 
by the state-owned British Road Services 
Parcels division - though I believe a few did 
go to private sector customers as well. 

All these lorries used variations of BMC's 5.1 
and 5.7 litre diesels and smaller, four cylinder 
units, as well as a choice of petrol engines. 

At the time the BMC 5.1 litre diesel was well 
regarded by operators, the stretched 5.7 litre 
less so. 

Obviously, the new FJ was going to be 
seriously considered by our hypothetical 
1965 truck buyers. The benefits of a tilt cab 
could be easily appreciated, not only for ease 
of maintenance, but also to keep the oily bits 
separate from the driving compartment. 
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Right: This 1966-registered Austin-badged 
FFK shows how the old models continued 
to be delivered, in this case to Liverpool 
Fire Brigade for ship fires in the docks. 


Below: A BMC badge adorns this FG 30cwt 
dropside,with its single rear wheels. This 
model remained popular for a number of 
years, even into the 1970s. 




However, the FJ was not the big success 
it was expected to have been. As was to 
become increasingly common with the BMC 
and later BLMH groupings'products, its 
development was skimped, as the company 
slowly began to run out of money. 

The FJ's lack of development showed with 
major cooling issues - a product of canting 
the engine over at a fairly extreme angle to 
get a low cab floor level - as well as brake 
and a host of other problems. Your author 
suffered at the hands of an early FJ, and 
everything that could go wrong with it did. 
On the rare days that you got it to run right, it 
was a very moderate, very flawed performer. 
But, most of the time it was a complete and 
utter lemon, which had to be regularly towed 
in to the workshop from all points of the 
compass. 

The FJ deservedly never recovered its 
reputation from its very poor start in life - 
but its tilt cab lived on for over 20 years, in 
several iterations, repaying its development 
and tooling costs many times over. Variants 
of the FJ cab were used on a wide range of 
BLMH vehicles in the 7.5 to 28 ton sector 


Below: For heavier chassis with a six cylinder 
engine, BMC produced this variant of the 
FG with a pronounced snout’added. Post 
Office Telephones was probably the biggest 
customer. 


with everything from a little four cylinder to a 
Perkins V8 engine installed under it. 

At the bottom end of the BMC lorry range, 
the FG covered the sector upwards from 30 
cwt to about 5 tons payload. It was widely 
used by both one man bands and by big 
public sector and state-owned fleets alike - 
its unique cab design was brilliantly suited for 
urban delivery operation. Primarily supplied 
with the well-proven four cylinder BMC 
diesel, the FG would win no awards for speed 
or low noise levels - but it was reliable, sturdy 
performer. 

The introduction of higher payload 5 and 
6 ton FGs saw a demand for more power - 
which BMC met with the installation of its six- 
cylinder 5.1 litre diesel. To accommodate this 
longer engine a short 'snout' of a bonnet was 
grafted onto the front of the FG cab. It did 
nothing for its already very idiosyncratic looks 
- but then the FG was an excellent example 
of function over form. 

The WF bonneted cab, by comparison, 
had been about since the very beginning of 
the 1950s and its home market sales were 
in steep decline, though it was still a very 
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popular choice in export markets. Similarly, 
the fixed cab FFK forward control cab had 
been in production for many years and was 
outdated - hence the pressing need for the FJ 
to be a success. 

It could probably be said that BMC and its 
successor companies'grip on the medium 
weight truck sector began to weaken 
disastrously from 1965 onwards. 

This brings us to Commer - another great 
name in the medium sector - but another 
whose star was beginning to wane in 1965. 


Above: This picture was an Austin press 
release in September 1964, showing one 
of the completely new range of 5,7 and 
8-tonners...with the three-seater forward 
control FJ tilt cab...’ 


Left: The ‘Pilot’ cab continued with some 
cosmetic changes into the 1970s on the 
Leyland ‘Red Line’ range, meanwhile having 
been badged ‘BMC’, like this 1969 tipper. 


Below: The Austin, Morris or BMC‘WF’ normal 
control Lorry was continued mainly to satisfy 
export markets, although councils and 
utilities also continued to order the type. 





GLE78BC 


At the start of the year, Commer was busy 
getting its recently launched 16 ton gvw 
Maxiload into the market in decent volumes. 

The cab used on the Maxiload - and the 
majority of other Commers - had only 
been launched a few years before. By 
1965 standards, this was a well-made and 
comfortable cab, providing the driver with 
a decent working environment. However, a 
jaundiced observer could justifiably say that 
Commer's task in getting widespread market 

Below: Here’s a Commer‘MaxiLoad’16 tons 
gross tipper from 1965, identified by the twin 
headlights and wider front wings. 


acceptance of the Maxiload was made more 
difficult by its engine. 

The Commer TS3 horizontally-opposed, 
three cylinder, mechanically-scavenged, two- 
stroke engine was the only engine offered in 
the Maxiload. It was a 'Marmite'choice - you 
either loved them or hated them - there was 
no middle ground. And, unfortunately for 
Commer, by 1965, there were more operators 
who disliked theTS3 than liked it. 

In was great in the hands of a driver that 
knew how to get the best out of a TS3 - it was 
all about power not torque. It had to be kept 
revving and, if in doubt, you never hesitated 
to drop a gear. And, owned by an operator 
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Right: Another 1965 Commer Maxiload, this 
time a longer wheelbase haulage model, with 
a modern-looking ally’ body with a tail-lift. 


who did not stint on maintenance, the 
Maxiload was as good an earner as any truck. 
Conversely, put it in the hands of a driver who 
had been brought up to let the engine pull, 
and an operator who skimped on routine 
maintenance, the Maxiload would not put up 
much of a case for itself. 

Below the Maxiload, the Commer range 
offered a comprehensive choice upwards 
from 4 ton payload models. Its forward control 
offerings all shared the same basic cab as the 
Maxiload, but without the extended width 
front wings or quad-headlight arrangement of 
the 16tonner. 

Dependent on model, these lighter weight 
Commers were offered with a choice of 
TS3 power or Perkins four and six cylinder 


Below: This tipper is on a Commer C Series 
chassis. The Rootes Diesel badge at the 
bottom of the grille tells us it has the TS3 
engine, but the narrow wings, in spite of 
the twin headlights, suggest a 12 tons 
gross chassis. 


diesels. However, by 1965, the Perkins 6.354 
engine was the more popular power choice. 

A feature of all Commers of the mid-1960s 
were the particularly smooth Rootes Group 
five and six-speed synchromesh gearboxes, 
which were almost car-like in their ease of 
gear-changing. 

In theory, you could still order a normal 
control Commer Superpoise, with its Airflow 
Streamlines cab - also shared with Baron, 
Dodge and, I believe, certain Leyland models. 

I would imagine that, by 1965, UK demand for 
the Superpoise was in penny numbers and 
Commer, like the others, primarily kept it in its 
range for export markets. 

Now onto Dennis, which was a once a 
great name for quality in the medium truck 
sector. By 1965, however, Dennis was barely 
hanging on by the skin of its teeth in the 
general haulage business. The financial 
situation at the Guildford-headquarters of 
the manufacturer was becoming increasingly 
serious. The bulk of Dennis business was 
in the municipal and fire sectors, but what 
turned out to be its last throw of the dice in 
the two-axle general haulage sector, the new 
DB15.5 chassis, was a brave effort. 





Above left: A Commer V Series, fitted with the Perkins 6.354 diesel, with single headlights and narrow wings, unladen weight 4 tons 14 cwt 3 quarters 
(that’s 6 stones, if you remember from your school days - if you’re old enough to be ‘pre-decimal’), for a Load of IVx tons at a gross weight of 12 tons. 
Above right: No engine badge, so a C or V Series, fitted with one of those special bodies for filling bags of coal at the delivery point. 
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Below: The Dennis Maxim 
28 tons gross artic, 
powered by a Perkins V8, 
suffered the same fate 
as its 16 tons gross rigid 
stable-mate. 


the very last of its long-running LAD-cabbed 
range, along with its Airflow Streamline- 
cabbed normal control models. 

Dodge had built its UK presence thanks to 
its tough, no-frills specification lorries and 
their low prices. Its reputation also probably 
suffered no harm from the exposure it got 
when those'Parrot-nosed'Dodge normal 
control tippers, in'Hawlett's Haulage'livery, 
starred in the 1957 film Hell Drivers. 

For Dodge, the future was now with its 
advanced, tilt-cab K range - which deserved 
its ensuing success. During the course of its 
life, the K range was offered with a power 
choice which included Perkins 6.354 and V8 
540 engines, the Darlington-built Cummins 
'small vee'V8, alongside a left-field choice, 
the monster Chrysler V8 petrol engine. Other 


As its name suggested, the DB15.5 had a 
gross vehicle weight of 151/2 tons. Thanks to a 
very lightweight specification, it could carry 
more than most other 16 tonners of the time. 
It had the latest version of Dennis's stylish grp 
cab and the ubiquitous Perkins 6.354 engine, 
which were all to the good, but not enough 
to cover for the DB15.5's lack of model choice 
and lack of dealers. 

As such, the DB15.5 was too late to get 
Dennis back into the mainstream lorry 
market. The DB15.5 and Dennis's Maxim 30 
ton gcw tractor sold in tiny numbers and 
both were gone by 1970 - along with the 
company's hopes of rebuilding its presence in 
the general haulage sector. 

Conversely Dodge, our next 1965 choice, 
entered 1965 with bright prospects, reaching 
its highest-ever UK sales over the ensuing few 
years. Dodge began the year by completing 



14 March 17 


www.roadscene.com 



















































































Above: This Dodge K Series tipper in Chrysler blue and cream house 
colours, on test with the fuel calibration unit on the front bumper, was 
one of the new breed, introduced by the company in 1965. 


I Above: This is the articulated version of the Dodge K Series, which 
proved a popular model during the Late 1960s and early 1970s. 



Left and below: The Dodge K Series was 
successful as a tipper chassis, whether four or 
six-wheeled.This steel-bodied example for 
Ball Mill of Worcester is typical of the type. 


Below: The Dodge 300 Series with the LAD 
cab was still being delivered in 1965, Like this 
tractor uit for British Railways, which would 
have been working very hard if that container 
was well-loaded. 


unusual options available, at least in the early 
days of K series production, were automatic 
transmission -1 thinkjust with the Chrysler V8 
petrol engine - and a double drop-frame low 
loading-height chassis. 

The K Series tilt cab - in the eyes of your 
author, looked the business - though I am 
told that taller men than your 5 ft 5 in scribe 
found the top screen rail height too low, 
causing a crouched driving position. When 
it was first introduced, with Cummins V8 
delivering around 170 hp installed, the K 
Series had a lot of power in those days for a 
four-wheeler. I remember saying to my father 
that he should consider one, to get the tart 
rejoinder, Tm looking to buy a lorry not a 
racing car". 


There's lots more to come as 
Phil makes his way through the 
alphabet of 1965 four-wheelers. 
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Scenes 

Remebered 



Road Tankers form the subject matter for the latest publication in our Road Transport Archive Series. 
So this month, Malcolm Bates gives us a taster of what you can expect. From beer to cement. 
From petrol to chocolate, there were tankers designed to transport it all. 



Above: Here’s a period shot that was published in one of the road transport publications at the time; unfortunately it’s not easy to identify which 
one because this picture was found in a press cutting file. The subject matter concerns both the increasing gross weights of commercial vehicles 
in the UK and a ban on heavies using Tower Bridge. Today, entry to the bridge is surrounded by so much TFL-inspired propaganda aimed at 
promoting tourism, cyclists’ rights and, most importantly (to TFL), raising as much money as possible through fines and charges, it’s easy to forget 
what Tower Bridge was built for. No, not so Chinese tourists had something to take ‘selfies’ next to - as a commercial transport Link between the 
two banks of the river. On the north side was St Katherine’s Dock. And on the south side, numerous businesses making, selling and exporting 
things, often importing raw materials. 

Even as Late as the 1960s, we can still get an idea of what made Britain great. There’s a Leyland ‘Long door’ LAD-cabbed Octopus flour tanker 
in Bibby Livery, followed by a Dodge K-Series artic with a drop-frame semi-trailer of considerable height. What was it carrying? At a guess - and 
judging by the sheeted top - something Light, that might get either spoiled by the rain or blown away by the wind. Sawdust? A Bedford Hawson 
delivery van brings up the rear, but there’s not a private car - or urban cyclist - in sight. Ouite what the man with the camera is doing, we’re not 
sure. Nor was the original caption writer. Was he a Lorry enthusiast or a frustrated tourist? Er, if you’re Looking for the bridge, mate, it’s behind you... 


Y ou may have heard this story 
before, but one of my earliest 
encounters of a commercial 
vehicle was with a real tanker 
lorry. Nothing that special you 
understand it was just a humble Dennis 
Pax cesspool emptier operated by my then 
local council, Mailing RDC. But, for all I know, 
it could have had a profound effect on my 
character development. 

One day, there was a screech of brakes 
outside 3 Orchard Villas (my parents rented 
semi), followed by a knock at the front door. 

It was the driver of the Dennis. Hushed words 


were spoken. He'd come to apologise to 
my Mum, y'see. It turns out that, as he was 
approaching the corner in front of the house, 
a cat ran right out in front of the Dennis and... 
Well, there was nothing that he could do. 
While the performance of an early post-war 
Perkins-powered Dennis wasn't up to much, 
the same sentiment could equally apply to 
the brakes. The cat was history. My Mum was 
very upset. It was the family moggie. 

Now I can't say I'm proud of my lack of 
emotion. Viewed from today's perspective, 
it seems heartless. After all, I have a little cat 
today and I love him dearly. So my whooping 


for joy at the news of the demise of my 
mum's cat needs some qualification.To me, 
aged six, it was simply proof that there is, if 
not a God, then someone up there who every 
now and then instigates a 'payback' scenario. 

How so? Quite simply, that cat used to 
deliberately go to sleep on the stairs. One 
day, while coming down the stairs, I tripped 
over the cat and fell the rest of the way - 
hitting my poor little head on the paraffin 
heater in the hall. What kind of paraffin 
heater was it? Oh I don't know. I think it was 
a mid-brown upright Valor, OK? Can we get 
on with the story, now? The bottom line was. 
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Right: Back in the mid-1950s, around the time 
when a Dennis Pax gully emptier was running over 
the Bates family cat, municipal sales represented 
a significant part of the UK commercial vehicle 
market overall. In addition to the specialist 
producers of‘purpose-built chassis’, Dennis 
Brothers, Shelvoke & Drewry, Bedford, BMC and, as 
this special front cover advert in The Commercial 
Motor magazine for‘Thames Municipal Vehicles’ 
underlines, Ford as well, were all after a slice. 

Note that in addition to humble ‘Chelsea’and 
‘Derby’ (also called ‘Newcastle’) types of RCV, a gully 
emptier for Beeston & Stapleford UDC was also 
featured. 

Below: But among the ‘mass producers’, it was the 
Rootes Group that tended to win the lion’s share 
of the market from those councils not prepared to 
pay the price premium for a Dennis or an SD. Here 
we find that, in a road test for‘The Commercial 
Motor’, the legendary John F Moon managed to get 
an impressive 21 miles per gallon out of a Karrier 
‘Gamecock’chassis, fitted with a 750 gallon capacity 
gully emptying tank built by Yorkshire at its factory 
in Hunslet, Leeds. How? 

The Karrier brand was primarily preserved for 
the municipal sector, underlining the fact that, 
right up to the 1970s, most council operations 
would not require a maximum gross weight 
chassis, the Gamecock being a mid-range option 
between the Karrier Bantam (extensively used 
by councils) and the Larger OX chassis, which was 
rarely specified for public sector duties. 

The Gamecock could be specified with either a 
six cylinder OHV petrol engine or the TS3 diesel, 
and had a gross vehicle weight of 7V2 tons. That the 
petrol engined test vehicle managed over 21 mpg 
overall seems amazing to us today, but the small 
print tells us that during ‘high speed’ runs, it was 
down to 11 mpg. As the pictures hopefully show, Mr 
Moon nearly‘lost it’ big time, during braking tests, 
when the rear wheels Locked up - at a modest 30 
mph! His wry comment? The test... “proved to be 
more spectacular than successful.” Quite! 
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the cat nearly killed me.The payback? My 
Guardian Angel saw to it that the cat paid the 
price. 

Yes, once upon a time, I really did think such 
a form of justice prevailed. If only, eh? 

TANKS FOR THE JOB 

Trouble was, my Guardian Angel was clearly 
busy elsewhere some years later when I 
was looking for a job, because I didn't get 
a chance to impress upon the directors 
at Dennis Brothers of Guildford just how 
talented I was and why they should employ 
me to design lorries and buses. But then, you 
know what they say; one door closes... In 



Above: This three-axle LeyLand beer tanker is thought to be fitted with an all-welded 
aluminium tank body by APV. While many steel tank bodies still featured traditional rolled 
sections that were Lapped and riveted together right into the 1950s, it seems that APV had 
been producing welded aluminium tanks since 1919. As Michael Caine might have put it,“Not 
a Lot of people know that.” 



Above: We need to remember that not all road tankers were (a) large or (b) dramatic. Here we see two views of a humble Austin normal control 
tractor unit - almost certainly petrol powered - pulling a step-frame BTC trailer with an elliptical, three compartment aluminium tank body. The 
official BTC photograph is dated 1953 and while still unpainted, and as such unidentifiable, the ‘20mph’ sign suggests the unit is destined for 
operation in the UK. The painted-out background does suggest however that the images were used in a BTC advert or press release. 
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Above: Something that is sadly just not possible today. But in the 1930s? There was a real trend of specifying drop-chassis frame PSV chassis for 
road tanker operations. The end results nearly always helped underline the racy, streamlined,‘moderne’aspects of the decade - even if the truth 
for many working class people was more about survival after the Depression. Still, things were Looking up. Bright new semi-detached houses were 
being built alongside the new‘arterial roads’and (at least for a while) Lack of private car traffic enabled commercial vehicles and‘motor coaches’ 
to blat along at speeds in access of 20mph. No, you’re right, it was hardly‘racy’was it? 

The solution? Make humble road tankers Look like they were doing 50 mph even when standing still. Here we see three AEC Renown six-wheelers, 
fitted with elliptical Low-profile tanker bodies to carry‘Pratts High Test Motor Spirit’. The Location is the car park outside AEC’s Southall factory and 
the picture was taken as a Great Western railway goods train trundles past on the embankment. The AEC works was connected by rail to the GWR 
and supplied those streamlined diesel railcars in the 1930s before working with its erstwhile competitors in the post-war era as‘British United 
Traction’. What a great job it would have been to be marketing manager for Pratts Motor Spirit. Just think of the possibilities.... “Pratts High Test - 
you’d be a total prat not to use it in your car.” Perhaps not... 
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Left: This tanker was certainly destined for export. What at first glance Looks Like a really heavy duty off-road 4x4 chassis is in fact a humble 
Commer Superpoise chassis with a more modest capability. The galvanised tank capacity is 800 gallons and the unit is equipped with pump and 
hose gear for fire fighting duties. It’s Left hand drive and was most likely converted to four wheel drive by Douglas. The tank was manufactured 
by Always Welding of Aldershot in 1956/7. Right: Just think-instead of those iconic Foden eight-wheelers, Dinky Toys could have modelled an 
Atkinson of the era. This unusual side elevation shot shows an Atki operated by Bulwark Transport of Chippenham. Built in 1956, this classic 
‘Guvnor’s Motor’ features a tank capacity of 3,600 gallons. The tank has six compartments. 


the end, I did end up with a job in the British 
Commercial Vehicle Industry, at Shelvoke 
and Drewry in Letchworth where, purely by 
chance, the production of cesspool and gully 
emptiers was going rather well. Better than at 
Dennis in fact... 

Not only did SD build tankers for UK local 
authority customers, the company had a 
pretty respectable trade in export business, 
too. Then there were the 'specials'. SD had 
already built some amazing 3000 gallon 
street washers for Westminster City Council. 

Below: What exactly was the connection 
between road tankers and luxury 
coaches? On the face of it, there isn’t one. 
Nevertheless, George Ewer of‘Grey Green’ 
fame, ran smart fleets of both lorries and 
passenger coaches. Here we see a Gardner 
6LX-powered ScammeLL Routeman Mk 1 
fitted with a 3,600 gallon two compartment 
tank. The handwritten note on the back of 
this archive photo tells us it was the ‘show 
vehicle’ at Earls Court. 



Above: Here’s a more modern Atkinson with the then new GRP cab. Featured in a period advert, 
we see that Regent has turned it’s corporate back on Foden, in favour of the product from 
Walton-le-Dale. Would it have made a more exciting diecast model than the Foden? Discuss. 
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1: When is a tanker not a tanker? Do demountable bodies still count? 
This 1955 Bedford ‘S-Type’, operated by Joseph Fish & Sons of Bristol, is 
coupled to a Four-in-Line semi-trailer, built by BTC and, oddly, features 
a twin-ram tipping body with the sides removed. In it’s place is what 
looks like a demountable plastics tank structure. But what was it 
designed to carry? 

2: No doubt as to what this tanker is carrying - it’s ‘Butadiene’ and it 
is, we’re told,‘Highly Inflammable’. The body was manufactured by 
Butterfields of Shipley, on an AEC Mammoth Major chassis in 1956. 

3: Here’s one you might have seen earlier - it was part of the Atkinson 
exhibit at the 1962 Commercial Motor Show held at the iconic but now 
demolished (surely it was worthy of a preservation order?) temple 
to cast concrete, Earls Court in West London. It was, we’re told, one 
of the new Atkinson‘Light’eight-wheelers, ideally suited to tanker 
operations, where payload was already hindered by the weight of the 
tank structure and pump. 




Above Left: We’re into the Ergo cab era now and, for a while at least, things were going swimmingly for the Leyland Motors Group. Here we see 
an Albion CD65 chassis with 2,700 gallon five compartment tank, used for local petrol deliveries. Operated by‘Petroleum Distributors Surrey 
Limited’to distribute Esso products to - at a guess - small privately-owned garages and vehicle fleet operators, it was plated at 16 tonnes. 
Although underpowered, the Albion chassis was lighter than corresponding Leyland models, so was popular as both a fuel oil delivery tankers 
and for milk collection, too. Above right: Pity this shot is not in colour, because the orange and blue of the Gulf Oil fleet was very distinctive. Oddly, 
this AEC tractor unit has been matched to a single-axle semi-trailer. The capacity is listed as 4,000 gallons, which sounds OTT for such an axle 
configuration. The AEC tractor is however only a humble Mercury TGM4R. The unit was used to deliver fuel oil. 


Right: Is this one of the best looking 
AECs ever? The RTS of Hackney cab 
was made entirely from glass-fibre 

- the upper structure in one piece 

- so it saved weight over the more 
traditional offering from Park Royal. 
Visual clues include the stylish use 
of twin headlights, with flush-fitting 
‘Joe Lucas, Prince of Darkness’fog 
and spot Lamps, rear-hinged ‘suicide’ 
cab doors, allowing for step ahead 
of wheel arch entry, and a nifty 
moulded-in illuminated headboard. 
This 1964 Mammoth Major for 
Express Dairy features the Later, 
mostly white, Livery with just a bit of 
blue and a silver-painted chassis. 
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Above Left: This 1968 AEC Marshall 6x4 chassis is fitted with a 2,800 gallon single compartment tank with rear-mounted pump gear and is operated 
by McPherson of Aberlour in Scotland. Above right: Not something you’ll see that often in Britain? In the early days of DAF importing chassis into 
the UK, many of the images used in the company’s publicity naturally featured Left hand drive‘home market’models, Like this F2200 Series 4x2 
from 1970. Elsewhere in Europe, it was permissible to tow a full turntable trailer behind a rigid chassis when carrying petroleum spirit. In the 
UK, it was not. This combination is allowed when carrying milk, or beer, however, and it wouldn’t be Long before DAF had plenty of UK-registered 
chassis to feature in its brochures. 


These featured a central turret on the cab 
roof to give the jetter control operative 
full 360 degree vision - the jets were very 
powerful, so care was needed. But there 
were also some neatTZ tankers for SKF and 
little short wheelbase fuel oil distribution 
tankers for Shell Mex & BP - one of which 
still survives, albeit rebodied as a fake 
Chelsea-type binwagon. 

TANKS FOR THE MEMORIES 

Other childhood tanker memories? Grubby 
tar tankers on summertime road chipping 
missions - odd, but back then such jobs 
were undertaken with little more than a half 
a dozen red-painted drums and a couple of 
blokes waving red and green flags to direct 
the traffic. Today? The same job requires a 
two week road closure and the application of 
4,947 plastic traffic ones, a gown van full of 
high-viz clothing and endless inconvenience. 
Why is that? 

And what about those 'Kings of the Road'? 
The Scammell articulated eight-wheelers 
of Pickfords, Crow Carrying Company and 
Thomas Allen? What liquid loads were they 

arrying exactly? I've absolutely no idea. 


But for timeless, majestic power and - if 
not 'elegance' - then 'presence', those semi¬ 
normal control Scammells had it in spades. 

But what about the petrol tankers? Back 
in the days when'petrol'was just that, 
rather than the more recent public relations 
speak suggesting that a petrol tanker is in 
some way carrying 'energy' or a 'harvestable 
resource' (which it clearly isn't), it was left to 
a distinctive colour scheme to do the job. 
And there were brands-a-plenty to spot. 

TIME FOR A DELVE? 

The point I'm trying to make here is that road 
tankers come in all shapes and sizes. From 
the humble'Honey Wagon'cesspit emptier 
that no one really wants to talk about to the 
high profile eight-wheeler. 

We all have at least one example of the 
famous Dinky Supertoys eight-wheelers 
fitted with tanker bodies, resplendent in the 
liveries of Regent, Mobilgas or Esso, don't 
we? Pride of place in my childhood Dinky 
fleet was the red, white and blue Foden 
Regent tanker. My mum gave it away to a 
horrible younger cousin when I left home 
and it took me years to find another one. 


But, whichever brand you had, I'm betting 
it was one of your favourite Dinky Toys ever. 
Younger boys may, at this point, substitute 
the Corgi 'Major' Bedford 'Mobil' artic, or the 
later Dinky AEC'Esso'artic. 

It doesn't matter, the bottom line is the 
same - because of those distinctive liveries 
and 'branding', petrol tankers were always 
a bit special. The models were just like the 
real thing and likely to be seen on a trip into 
town, or on a longer distance jaunt with 
the parents to see some distant relatives. 
Brilliant. 

So let's, delve into the archives and relive 
some of those journeys now, shall we? 



Above: How the mighty are fallen! Here we see a very sad AEC/GLoster ‘Super Refueller’ 
abandoned at Nottingham Airport. Such is the condition of this once dramatic rig, that doesn’t 
make a very impressive advert for a third-rate regional airport! What was it’s final fate, we 
wonder? 


MORE TANKS FOR YOU 

'Tanks for Everything' is the title of the 
latest in our Road Transport Archive 
series of publications. Written and 
compiled by our Malcolm, it covers just 
about every aspect of tanker operations 
from the 1930s up to the late 1970s. 
From petrol and oil tankers, right 
through to milk and beer tankers and 
those for special or unusual cargoes. 

A hundred pages of pictures from the 
archives for you to enjoy. 
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Allan Bedford has been researching an early PS V or goods chassis which appeared in one of the old 

adverts in a recent article on the subject. 



Above: Harris & HaselL’s Bristol assembly 
plant in the Late 1920s. Note the Large stack 
of packing cases to the Left and at Least 12 
chassis in preparation. One doubts that this 
hive of activity would have been quite as 
productive in its B AT days (John Crooke and 
Graces Guide to British Industrial History) 


O ne of the more intriguing 

adverts featured in Malcolm 
Bates'article The Hard Sell'in 
Issue 204, was the one for the 
short-lived Bristol built B AT- 
British Associated Transport - 'Cruiser' model, 
available between 1929 and 1931. 

The makers, Harris & Hasell stated in the advert 
that they had 25 years experience of motor 
transport. In 1922, the company was appointed 
sole concessionaire for the range of commercial 
chassis built by Reo Motors of Lancing Michigan 
and imported components in large crates 
directly into Bristol Docks. From 1923, Harris & 
Hasell also handled sales of the Reo car range 
which, by 1927, included the impressive'Flying 
Cloud'model, with Lockheed hydraulic brakes. 
To cater for this increasing trade, a branch was 



I Above: The scrapbook snippet shown on page 31 of Vintage Roadscene, November 2016, in the 
article written by Malcolm, which demanded more research. 
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MODELS 


Harris rHasell.ltd 

54-32 ST.GEORGES RD. BRISTOL 
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130 GT PORTLAND STREET W.L 


| Above: A1925 advert for the famous Reo Speed models, sold through Harris & HaseLL. 


opened in Pentonville Road, London. 

Reo'Speed wagons'soon gained a good 
reputation and the range of PSV models, 
including the Major, Sprinter and Pullman 
quickly established a good following. Customers 
included the newly-formed Black and White 
fleet, based in Cheltenham, which bought its 
first Sprinter in 1926 and added a further nine 
during the next two years, and Robert Holt 
(Rochdale Ltd), later Yelloway Motor Services, 
which bought 24 examples between 1926 and 
1928. 

By, 1929 Harris & Hasell claimed a total of 
1300 vehicles could be assembled in Bristol 
but, nevertheless, the company's contract with 
Reo Motors was terminated on the last day 
of May that year. At this point, the company 
announced that it would build its own vehicles, 
commencing with the'Cruiser'suitable for 
a twenty seat PSV or two ton commercial. It 
was powered by an American six cylinder, 59 
bhp Continental engine, a make popular with 
numerous American car and truck'assemblers'. 

The company now traded as Harris & Hasell 
(1929) Ltd, and also planned to launch the'Super 
Pullman'for 32 seats, with'straight-eight'power, 
and a 30cwtsix cylinder for lighter duties. There 
was an optimistic annual production target of 
500 vehicles. 

Meanwhile, Reo Motors set up Reo Motors 
(Britain) Ltd, in Beavor Lane, King Street, 


Hammersmith, London W6, importing and 
assembling there, incorporating British 
components until World War II. In 1932, the 
Seddon Brothers opened a dealership selling 
Speedwagons in the North-west and Midlands, 
before building their own prototype diesel six- 
tonner in October 1938. 

'Speedwagons'were still selling well into the 
late 1930s, including a fleet supplied to James 
& Son, trading as James for Grains, the brewers' 
grain merchants. I have a theory that the famous 
Dinky 25 Series lorry range could well have 
been based on the type, despite many other 
suggestions. 

Harris & Hasell no doubt aimed the Cruiser 
at the market created by the powerfui 'Yanks' 
and the American inspired Gilford, which was 
at the height of its popularity. Unfortunately, 
this was an already saturated market place, 
with other popular American makes including 
Dodge/Graham, Federal, GMC, International, 
Studebaker and, of course, Reo, with Chevrolet, 
Ford and others offering slightly smaller models. 
Add to this British-built models from Albion, 
Commer, Dennis, Guy, Karrier, Star,Thornycroft, 
the all-new AJS Pilot, the Morris Commercial 
Viceroy, and even Singer Motors joining the 
fray and offering a 20 seat coach. For the less 
patriotic, there was also a choice of models built 
in France by Berliet, Lancia of Italy, Minerva of 
Belgium, plus Mercedes from Germany. 
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Above: A day at the races in 1927, and why 
not stand on the roof of your new Flying 
Cloud, offered by the sole concessionaires in 
Great Britain, Harris & Hasell. Reos phased 
out car production in 1936 and the Last 
Flying Clouds carried very General Motors- 
style bodywork. 


Left: What a real surviving 1927 Flying Cloud 
Looks Like - Luwerly. 
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Having made their choice, most customers 
went to a regional bodybuilder and again this 
was another very competitive market place. In 
Plymouth, the well-known Mumford concern 
built a demonstrator for Harris & Hasell and 
is known to have bodied at least five further 
examples. 

A host of West Country operators favoured 
the Cruiser, with Hawkey's of Newquay taking 
chassis no 3X129, with Mumford C20F body, 
registered CV 2240 in April 1930 which, after 
three subsequent changes of ownership, was 
finally retired in October 1950, by Albert Gillard 
of Liskeard, who had bought it in 1939. Hawkey's 
second example, CV 4995, a 24-seat bus, new in 
1931, later passed to Mundy of Camborne, and 
finally to Pelere Motors of Penryn, which kept it 
until March 1949. 

A further Cornish example new to Sam 
Edwards of Bude in July 1930, CV 2973, 
bodied by Mumford later found its way to T 
W Billinghurst of Saltash. Billinghurst sold his 
business to the all-conquering Western National 
in June 1939, its last acquisition prior to World 
War II. The BAT, together with a Graham Dodge 
and Dennis'GU joined the National, gaining 
fleet no 3786. It was sold in October 1940, to 
Thomas of Chagford, Devon which ran it until 
the late 1940s. One further Cornish operator, 
the Newquay Motor Company took chassis no 
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f foo reward! 


Above: Another advert from the ‘Commercial 
Motor’ Show Number of 5th November 1929, 
and Harris & Hassell is still offering that 
£100 reward. 

Right: The first chassis built received this 
Mumford of Plymouth body and was used 
for demonstration purposes. Roger Grimley 
still recalls seeing a B AT Cruiser tackling the 
infamous Haldon Hill, west of Exeter, as a Lad. 
(Roger GrimLey) 
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EATON COACHWORKS. CRINGLEFORD, NORWICH. 



20 Sea ter Bus Body on Rco LW.B. Sprinter Chassis. 


Above: A typical example of Eaton Coachwork from Cringleford, Norwich, on a Reo chassis. 

I (Nicholas Taylor) 


3X141, CV 2479, another Mumford 20-seater, in 
June 1930. 

In neighbouring Devon, H & E A Belcher's 
'Empress'fleet ofTeignmouth took two chassis, 
no 3X153 bodied by Mumford, new in May 
1930, followed by chassis no 3X178, this time 
with bodywork by the Torquay Motor Company, 
in May 1931. However, this one had a short life 
following accident damage. The other Devon 
customer to buy a BAT new was one of the 
numerous Ilfracombe tour operators, F A Knill, 
which took chassis no 3X156, registered DV 
5672, in June 1930. This one finished its days 


with the famous building material and waste 
contractors W W Drinkwater of Willesden, and 
was last licensed in 1945. 

The sole example new to a Kent operator 
appears to be the fourth, built on chassis 
no 3X103, registered KR 2177, with Duple 
coachwork, new in February 1930 to Becketts'of 
Sevenoaks. 

Herbert Taylors'Eaton Coachworks; at 
Cringleford, near Norwich, displayed three 
vehicles on its stand at the Commerical Motor 
Show in November 1929, the smallest being a 
Cruiser. It was described as a 20-seat semi-deluxe 






























Above: Registered in Aprill931,TK 5996 was 
new to Lewis SprackLing, trading as The Ivory 
Coaches, of Winterbourne Stickland, near 
BLandford, Dorset.The bodybuilder is not 
recorded. Like so many operators around, the 
company’s sole example joined a very mixed 
fleet, including models built by Chevrolet, 
Dennis, Lancia, Mercedes, plus a new Morris 
Viceroy. (Roger Grim ley) 

Right: The cover of the impressive portfolio 
of W Mumford, which includes the pictures 
of B AT Cruiser chassis nos 3X153 and 181. 

(WHOTT archives) 

saloon, suitable for long distance or town bus 
work. Designed for one man operation, with an 
emergency door in the rear panel, luggage racks 
at cantrail level and a portion of the roof railed. 

This was followed in 1930 by an advert stating 
that the company had a W & G Allweather coach 
and Reo, BAT and Sunbeam omnibuses in 
stock, awaiting 'colour instructions'. A fascinating 
website devoted to Eaton Coach works managed 
by Nicholas Taylor, is a mine of information. 
Nicholas recalls his father Peter telling him of 
trips to Bristol docks to collect Reos and to 
Liverpool for other American makes. At this 
period this coachbuilder's output included 
examples on Chevrolet, Graham/Dodge and 
Studebaker. Most would no doubt have been 
driven to Norfolk with the driver perched on a 
box with perhaps an old raincoat and goggles 
for protection, as was the norm. 

In North London, Duple, at its new modern 
premises in Hendon, constructed a record 184 
bodies on various models of 26 makers'chassis 
in 1929.This included just one B AT Cruiser and 
66 Gilfords. The following year output had grown 
again to 250, on just eighteen makers'chassis, 


with again one B AT Cruiser, against 64 Gilfords. 

The largest fleet of Cruisers was the six 
supplied in 1931 to the local Bristol operator, LW 
Andrews, trading as'Ciifton Greys; which carried 
locally-built Bence of Longwell Green bodywork. 
This company later traded as Longwell Green 
Coachworks Ltd. By this time, Harris & Hasell 
were struggling, so this 'bulk buy' may well have 
been a bargain. Clifton Greys'excursions and 
tours covered a very wide area, stretching from 
local attractions, such as Cheddar, to far away 
destinations, including Weymouth, the Wye 
Valley, Lynmouth, Swanage and Aberystwyth 
and private hire was also offered. 

In April 1933, another BAT with an amazing 
chequered history was added to the Clifton 
fleet. This example from North of the Border 
was new in December 1929 to W McDowall's 
Motor Service of Harthill and carried Glasgow 


registration, GE 7766. McDowall's also ran five 
Reos, but sold out to the mighty S M T in May 
1931. The BAT was later traded into Leyland 
Motors, then sold to Clifton Greys. In turn, it 
was sold on to Berkeley Coaches of Paulton, 
Somerset, a company founded in 1928 and still 
operating a modern fleet, Berkeley Coach & 
Travel, to this day. 

By 1939, this veteran had moved to South East 
London, to join the well-remembered fleet of 
Sydenham Coaches in SE26, where it remained 
until at least August 1941. The trail then goes 
cold until shortly after the war, by then a by 
then fairly derelict vehicle, it was spotted by 
Richard Roland from Hastings. He had started a 
charabanc business in 1924 and, by 1939, had 
three of his Rambler Coaches, all of which were 
requisitioned by the authorities, which removed 
them from his premises when he was absent. 
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Above: Chassis no 3X153, DV 5419, with Mumford C20F body, was new to Belchers, trading as Empress Coaches, of Teignmouth, Devon, in May 1930. It 
Later passed to Otter Coaches of Ottery St Mary, becoming this company’s first PSV, Last Licensed in 1944 when with ‘Pride of NaiLsea’. (WHOTT Archives) 


As a result no receipt was issued and no 
claim for compensation for them could be 
made after the war. Richard was working for 
the De Havilland Aircraft Company in a vital 
production role and, although wishing to 
re-establish his coach operations, he had to 
wait a while. Undeterred, the old 20-seater was 
purchased and a replacement engine obtained 
and fitted in a Chiswick Street with the help of 
the neighbours! His wife and mother set to and 
re-upholstered the seats and, in 1946, the B A 
T was ready for business and served until 1949. 
Richard's son Colin is still in charge at Rambler 
and the company's immaculate and distinctive 
modern vehicles are always a pleasure to see, 
along with its small collection of restored 


Bedfords. 

Probably the least camera-shy of all the B AT 
Cruisers was the lone example supplied to 
Charles Russett & Son, trading as St Albans 
& District Motor Service, chassis no 3X183, 
registered UR 8310, new in December 1930. 
Following the passing of The London Transport 
Passenger Bill, all the bus operators and routes 
in the town came within the jurisdiction and 
boundaries of the Country Area of the newly 
created London Passenger Transport Board. 
Russett's fleet was acquired on 10th November 
1933, and was one of the most diverse acquired, 
adding yet another nightmare for the fleet 
management before the boards standardisation 
programme swept them all away. Apart from 


the B AT, it included in alphabetical order, two 
Beans, one Commer, two Guys (FB and FBB), a 
Lancia Tetraiota, one each of Leyland Cub, Lion 
LT2 and Tiger TS1, a Reo Pullman and two W&Gs. 
The BAT was quickly disposed of. 

As mentioned earlier, Harris & Hasell was in 
trouble after producing an estimated 100 Cruiser 
chassis judging by surviving records. It would 
be nice to discover some of the missing records 
for many of these. Were any built for haulage 
operators or perhaps as livestock carriers or even 
as horseboxes, as they were advertised as a two 
tonner? We do know, however, that a Cruiser 
chassis with a rudimentary cab was tested 
for Modern Transport in 1929 over rugged 
countryside in Surrey, carrying a Bristol trade 



Above: Much of Mumford’s coachworkwas, not 
Lancashire, registered in the town as BU 6600, c 
seen and been impressed by examples he saw 


4urprisingly, built for West Country customers. However, this one was built for Eastwoods of Oldham, 
n chassis 3X181. With Devon a popular holiday destination for Lancastrians, the operator may well have 
when visiting the county or perhaps at a contemporary exhibition. (Courtesy WHOTT Archives) 
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plate, 018 AE. No information has been found to 
confirm whether any of the proposed straight- 
eight 32 seaters or the small 30 cwt models were 
built The company ceased trading in 1931. 

Given the relatively short service life of a 
typical small PSV during this decade and the 
short Vogue'the Cruiser enjoyed, it is surprising 


just how many were still around at the outbreak 
of World War II which, in some cases, then added 
another ten years of service life. 

It is doubtful with the introduction of the 
Bedford 'WLB' in late 1931, at the height of the 
depression, and this make's gradual dominance 
in the market place, that BAT would have 


Left: A1930 advert for the Latest PSV chassis 
sold direct by Reo Motors (Britain) Ltd of 
Hammersmith. 


survived any longer than it did. A J Steven's (AJS) 
diversion into the bus market failed the same 
year. William Morris's ambitions to carve a slice 
of this market also failed, with just 273 Viceroys 
built between 1930 and 1933, and it was all 
over for Gilford by 1935. Regrettably, as far as I 
am aware, no B ATs survive, but then surviving 
operational Reos and Gilfords can be counted 
on two hands. Interestingly, two examples of 
Eaton coachwork on these makes are both 
very well-known in preservation; the Isle of 
Wight-based 1931 Reo Pullman, NG 1109, which 
started life in Norfolk and the 1931 Gilford AS6, 
DX9547, for many years owned and operated 
by Jack Mulley and famous for its appearance 
in 'Dad's Army', now happily restored back to 
health. 
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Above: The 1929 BAT Cruiser, GE 7766, after refurbishment by the Rowland Family and‘returned 
to traffic’ in 1946 as Rambler of Hastings fleet no 1. Believed to be somewhere in London’, the 
unknown young gent posing at the rear gave this photo manyyears later to Colin Rowland.The 
apparent masked faces seen on the rear panel are steps to reach a roof luggage rack. The ungainly- 
looking single decker to the Left is a 1936 Leyland Cheetah with Alexander body, ex-Scottish Motor 
Traction. A number of these found their way to London in the late 1940s, and this could, perhaps, be 
Castle Coaches of Lewisham’s example, WS 8020. (Bob Cook, via Rambler Coaches) 


Further Reading -'B ATs in Books' 

■ Gloucestershire's Independant Buses 
and Coaches - The Years to 1945, by Colin 
Martin, Tempus Publishing 2000 (Page 75, 
DG 1077, with Basil Howse of Aldsworth) 

■ The History of Wessex Coaches Ltd, by 
John Seeley, Amberley 2009 (Page 167, DG 
459, with S G Wiltshire, Staple Hill, Bristol) 

■ British lorries 1900-1945, by C F Klapper, 
Ian Allan 1973 (Page 32) 

■ London Bus File 1933-39, Single-deckers, 
by Ken Glazier, Capital Transport (Page 91, 
UR 8310, St Albans & District) 

■ British Buses before 1945, by John 
Aldridge, Ian Allan 1995 (Page 43) 

■ The British Bus Scene in the 1930s, by 
David Kaye, Ian Allan 1981 (Page 93, UR 
8310, St Albans & District) 

■ Along the Dusty Road (Part 1, Blandford 
Area) by Roger Grimley (available from 
WHOTT-The West Country Historic 
Omnibus &TransportTrust) 
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We have another dip in Andy 
Ballisat's archive of scrapyard 
pictures. 

S crapyard pictures seem to be 
a surprisingly popular theme 
in the magazine; our sadness 
at seeing the type of vehicles 
we love in such a state being 
tempered by the enjoyment of actually still 
being able to see them at all. No doubt, 
when Andy makes one of his regular visits 
to Rush Green Motors in Hertfordshire to 
take photographs, he has the same mixed 
feelings. 

It is amazing that so many lorries have lain 
there for so long, without being cut up or 
robbed of spare parts until there is nothing 
recognisable left. We are lucky that such a 
treasure-trove still exists and that, at least with 
these pictures, we are able to see it. 

Of course, there are occasional 'culls', with 
vehicles which are either deemed undesirable 
or beyond redemption being cut up. Some 
do not stay long and are sold for further use, 
most likely for export or maybe for spares, 
while there are also the odd 'escapees', 
every now and then, which are rescued for 
restoration. 

The yard changes over time, as the 



Top: Seen in the early to mid-1990s, sitting on the platform of a six-wheeler, was this Later type 
Commer OX, most Likely with a TS3 engine, which appears to have been registered 201 DAR 
(Hertfordshire, 1958).The platform body has disintegrated, the cab is falling apart, a door is 
missing, there’s not much Left of use to anyone, unfortunately. 

Above: More recently, in 2008, this ERF with its KV cab, which Andy identified as 421 BGO (London, 
1961), was surrounded by Bedfords, with at Least four TKs and two TLs in view, among this heap of 
vehicles. 
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Right: An AEC Mammoth Major MkVwith Park 
Royal cab, 439 HLC (London, 1964) was seen 
in 1998, next to an unidentified Commer‘Cor 
‘V’Series, with no badge to tell us whether a 
Commer or Perkins engine was fitted. 

Below: Here’s one we saw from a different 
angle, with a tree growing behind the 
bumper, in a previous‘visit’. 513 BEW 
(Huntingdon, 1961), an AEC Marshal, with a 
Park Royal cab, fitted with cement mixer, was 
probably once in the St Ives Sand & Gravel 
fleet. 

Bottom: A Leyland Comet rigid with the LAD 
cab, from the London Brick Company fleet, 
672 NNM (Bedfordshire, 1964), sits next to 
an Albion with the ‘Long-door’version of 
the same cab in this mid-1990s shot, with a 
Commer behind the tree. 




contents are rearranged, and the inevitable 
undergrowth has been cut back to reveal more 
treasures, while some vehicles are shown to 
have collapsed, one way or another. As the 
dates of these pictures vary from the 1990s to 
more recent years, they reflect these changes 
in some cases, and some vehicles which look to 
be in fairly reasonable shape when they were 
photographed are no longer in one piece, such 
are the effects of our basically damp climate on 
exposed wood and metal. We are sorry if you 
see a lorry you once admired looking so sad. We 
apologise that we might have seen other views 
of one or two of these previously, but they are 
all so interesting, they bear another look. 

There are plenty more pictures where these 
came from for another helping some time in 
the future, but for now enjoy looking at some 
interesting vehicles, imagine them in their 
prime, and hope that maybe one or two of them 
might just be rescued by some heroic restorer, 
before it's too late... 



www.roadscene.com 


March 17 29 






























Right: Andy identified this pre-war chain- 
drive ScammeLL tractor as ACL 279 (Norwich, 
1937). Its wooden cab and ballast box body 
has survived quite well into the 1990s, when 
it was seen with an early post-war Leyland 
Beaver box van, once with BRS Parcels. 


Below: A more recent ScammeLL seen in 2013, 
a Handyman, AXG 609K (Teesside, 1972), on 
which the glass-fibre cab seems to have 
survived well. Would this make it a candidate 
for preservation? 



Above Left: A ScammeLL Routeman eight-wheeler, fleet no 1818Aof Blue Circle Cement, which was not faring so well when see in 1997. At this time, it had 
Lost its bulk tanker body, while there is a Later picture showing what’s Left of the cab off and the engine removed. Above right: As recently as 2015, this 
refueller was in the yard, which looks Like an ex-military Leyland Hippo retro-fitted with a‘mouth-organ’cab, registered BPJ 698J (Surrey, 1971). It had 
probably come from an airfield or smaller airport, where it had enjoyed a Long working Life. 
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1: One of the Later British Road Services Bristol HA6G artic units, which 
had Lost its Gardner power unit, was to be seen in the mid-1990s among 
the trees, in the company of a Guy Invincible tipper and an early-type 
Scammell Handyman. 

2 : One of the stylish pre-Motor Panels cabbed Seddon artics, with an 
AEC, LeyLand or Gardner power unit, CRR 959C (Nottinghamshire, 1965), 
Lettered for the Metal Box Sutton-in-AshfieLd branch, seen Looking 
basically all-there’in the early 2000s. 

3: What’s Left of the signwriting on the Luton body of this Thames 
Trader, seen in the 1990s, says Marshall Harris & Sons Ltd, and mentions 
cleaning rags, Birmingham and fleet no 57. Wonder if it’s still around? 

4: What’s Left of a British Railways Scammell Scarab in the Later yellow 
Livery, seen in the mid-1990s. 

5: An engine-less BMC‘Noddy Van’from the BRS Parcels fleet, between 
an ex-Readymix’ concrete Albion Reiver mixer and a Guy Big J with a very 
rusty cab, in 1998. 

6: Andy followed the fortunes of Lincolnshire-based C&G Concrete 
Limited, a company which survived as an independent for much longer 
than most, running an interesting fleet of T45 LeyLand Cruisers, Like H251 
HNK, H569 MCC and another, sadly mixing it no more in 2013-14. 

7: A remarkable survivor in 2008 was this LeyLand Hippo, dating from 
the war years, which probably Lived Longer, thanks to working on farm 
transport, if that’s its bulk body on the back. 

8: A Volvo F86 cab, carrying the registration GBJ 553N (East Suffolk, 1975- 
6), sits on top of a Ford D2417 six-wheeled tipper, HJF 887L (Leicester, 
1973-4), next to an ex-London Brick six-wheeled recovery vehicle. 
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1: This Foden eight-wheeler with S21 cab, JLL 747D (London, 1966), was 
obviously in the Shellmex & BP fleet, but had lost its tank when seen 
in the mid-1990s.The 1970s‘Pilot’-cabbed Leyland sitting on the trailer 
behind wasn’t going to be making the ‘Long Haul’ again. 

2: Andy identified this‘V-Cab’ERF, JMB 643 (Cheshire, 1947), as having 
worked from the BRS Amersham Depot. There wasn’t much left of it in 
1998. 

3: This is the sorry remains of a rare Proctor, JXP 264 (London, 1948-9), 
ex-BRS if the red paint is anything to go by, seen in 2014. 

4: Here’s the remains of an interesting vehicle, also photographed in 
2014, KGO 154 (a London registration, issued to the Post Office, 1948-51). 
This was an ex-War Department AEC Matador, converted to a civilian’ 
tractor unit, to be used with the four-in-line trailer seen behind, as part 






of the Post Office stores transport fleet set up in the Late 1940s. 

5: Another ex-military vehicle, a Bedford MW, registered KGP470 (London, 

1949) , carrying a headboard Lettered ‘Limmer & Trinidad’, used by the 
well-known road surfacing company. 

6: It Looks as if the FG cab of Foden eight-wheeler, KGW 946 (London, 

1950) , showing just a hint of BRS Livery, is coming apart at the seams, 
although there’s a bit more of it Left than the AEC sitting on the load-bed. 
7: One of the iconic BEAone and a half-deck airport coaches, built by Park 
Royal on AEC Regal IV chassis has ended up at Rush Green, its remains 
seen in 2008. 

8: Its circus days with Robert Brothers over, ERF 68G eight-legger, NPP 
674D (Buckinghamshire, 1966), with the LV cab, had come to rest at the 
yard by 1997. 
















Above: Here’s one which surely escaped 
from the yard after this picture was taken in 
the 1990s, RMW163H (Wiltshire, 1969-70), 
presumably ex-council, was a tipper-bodied 
example of the ever-popular Bedford J4. 

Top Left: Another ex-ministry vehicle, this 
short wheelbase Bedford J6, JUC 326D, 
typically doesn’t Look very well-used when 
seen in the 1990s, and could very well have 
gone on for another career elsewhere. 



Left: The two ex-Army four wheel drive GS 
Bedford MK Lorries stood a much better 
chance of escape than the LeyLand Marathon 
tractor unit, CCP 7Y, Boxer skip-loader and 
others in this 1997 Line-up. 


Below Left: A Bedford TL750 fridge van with 
Petter refrigeration equipment, C387AOR, 
Looking pretty good for 12 years or so old in 
1997, which was probably sold for further 
service. 

Below right: Leicester-registered 1983 Foden 
HauLmaster eight-wheeled tipper, BJF 257Y, 
Looks ready for more work in this 1997 
picture. Perhaps it is, even now, at work in 
Malta, Cyprus or somewhere in Africa, or 
working as a site vehicle on some major 
project... 
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EX-WORLD WAR II MILITARY VEHICLES 
ON THE FAIRGROUND - PART 2 



Above: The second Pioneer owned by the FeLtham, Middlesex-based TrayLen family was registered in London in 1967. This ex-recovery/breakdown tractor 
was kept in pretty much original military condition except for the obvious re-paint. Photographed at Maidenhead in April 1980,‘The Incredible Hulk’was 
possibly the last Pioneer to be seen in regular use on the fairgrounds. 





Richard Furniss continues his series, looking at another ex-military vehicle which enjoyed a second career with showmen. 


O f all the British-built military 
vehicles released by the War 
Department after the end of 
World War II, the Scammell 
Pioneer was possibly only 
second in popularity with British showmen to 
the AEC Matador. The Pioneer was originally 
developed in the mid-1920s, for use as an 
articulated tractor unit in the oil fields of 
the Middle East, both in 6x4 and 6x6 forms, 
powered by a 7 litre petrol engine of around 
85 bhp. 

Having proved itself in the arduous 
conditions in the Jordanian desert and 
elsewhere, Scammell management was keen 
to promote the Pioneer to the military sector, 
where they thought that its extraordinary 
traction, thanks to it's walking-beam 
suspension and massive axle articulation, 
would prove ideal for military applications. 
However, at that time, the military authorities 



Above: Seen here at a steam rally held at Weston Park, Shropshire, in May 1980, is Crimson Lady, a 1947 
Manchester-registered Pioneer in the ownership of Malcolm Perrett. Fitted with a chariot-style body 
lettered in typical showman’s style, it stands next to a similar Pioneer. 
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I Above: 767 ERA (Derby, 1957) travelled with Arthur Holland’s Ark/Speedway ride, and is seen here during the Sunday morning pull-on for the famous 
Nottingham Goose Fair, sometime during the 1970s. (Ron Lee) 


failed to recognise the need for such a vehicle, 
so Scammell was forced to concentrate on the 
civilian market. 

However, all this was to change in the mid- 
1930s, as the War Office began to realise that 
motorised transport was the way forward, 
so the Scammell Pioneer which, by that 
time, was fitted with the Gardner 6LW diesel 
engine with 102 bhp, came into its thinking, 
especially with the threat of World War II on 
the horizon. 

With the advent of war, there was a need 
for tank transporters, heavy recovery vehicles 
and artillery tractors, suitable for towing 
the heaviest portable guns.The Contracts 
Department of the War Office estimated that 
there would be a requirement for some 1,025 
six-wheeled tractors of all weight ratings, 
during the first year of war. As it happened, 
this figure fell well short of the eventual 
requirements and, consequently, the military 
were forced to accept vehicles which were 
not entirely suitable for the job in hand. 

It is fair to say that this situation did not 
apply to the Pioneer, which was undoubtedly 
one of the better British lorries of World War II 
although, by this time, it was only produced 
in 6x4 form. Towards the end of the war, 
it's design was looking rather out-dated. In 
addition, the equivalent American vehicles, 
such as the Diamond T 980/981 40-ton tank 
transporter, the Diamond T 969 recovery 
tractor and the Mack NO Series artillery 
tractor, all offered better power-to--weight 
performance and higher road speeds. 

Despite this, some 3,500 Pioneers were 


supplied to the Ministry during and 
immediately after World War II, comprising 
some 574 long wheelbase tank transporter 
tractors, 1,975 breakdown recovery tractors 
and 980 heavy artillery tractors, the latter two 
types being built on a shorter wheelbase. 
Their greatest drawback was probably their 
slow speed on the road, the shorter versions 
only being capable of a maximum speed of 
around 24 mph, with the tank transporters 
being even slower, at just 15 mph. Despite 
this, they proved pretty capable off-road 
performers, thanks to their unique rear 
suspension and slow-revving Gardner diesel 
engine and, in the main, were well-liked by 
their military crews. 

As was the case with other military vehicles. 


there was a surplus not required after the end 
of the war and, consequently, many of them 
were disposed of at the various MOD surplus 
sales, held throughout the country. Like the 
Matadors, they were eagerly snapped-up 
by civilian operators, with the breakdown 
tractors being particularly popular with 
heavy vehicle recovery companies. Thanks 
to their well-proven off-road capabilities and 
pulling power, they also proved popular with 
travelling showmen, especially ride operators 
with heavy loads to move between fairs. 

At least 80 examples entered fairground 
service, including examples of all three types, 
although, perhaps somewhat surprisingly, 
more of the slower, long-wheelbase ex-tank 
transporter models appear to have been 


Above: Also photographed by Ron Lee was Tom Jervis’ ex-tank transporter, HUV 850 (London 1946/48), 
with dodgem Loads in tow. This Pioneer was earlier lined and lettered to a high standard, but seen 
here at a Goose Fair pull-on in plain Livery, it was probably nearing the end of it’s show Land days. 



www.roadscene.com 


March 17 35 











Above Left: Somerset showman Percy Cole operated three Pioneers at various times, the second being 837TYD,an ex-artillery tractor, seen here at 
Bridgwater in September 1982. It had a replacement windscreen fitted, but still carried its original military body. Above right: Photo 6. MOW 389 
(Southampton, 1954) named Sir Hilary was first operated in showland by Bernard Cole, after an extensive rebuild. It Later passed to Tadley showman Jimmy 
Williams, for use with his gallopers, before being acquired by preservationist Steve Postletwaite, in whose ownership it is seen here at Stourpaine Bushes in 
September 1980. 


used. 

Whereas quite a number of Pioneers 
operated by travelling showmen were kept 
in more or less original military condition, 
especially the ex-breakdown-recovery 
tractors, of which the cranes were particularly 
useful in lifting heavy components during the 
build-up and dismantling of rides and so on, 
others were modified in various ways, to suit 
the needs of their showland owners, usually 
with replacement bodies, often containing 
generators and lighting sets. 

These generators were often driven by 
similar engines to those fitted to the Pioneers 
themselves, namely the 8.4 litre Gardner 6LW 
diesel engine rated at 102 bhp. Thanks to 
its renowned reliability and reasonable fuel 
consumption, this engine became known as 
the'Showman's Friend'and, indeed, to this day 
some can still be found running generators on 
the fairgrounds. 


Possibly the fairground Pioneer most altered 
from its military days was Sir Hilary, originally 
owned in showland by Bernard Cole. Quite 
a number of showmen operated more than 
one Pioneer, with the Dorking-based Benson 
family using four. Various members of the 
Warrington-based Silcock family owned, 

I believe, six in total, variously registered 
between 1956 and 1967. Incidentally, Silcocks 
later operated a 1972-registered example 
of the Scammell Explorer, which was the 
successor to the Pioneer. This was possibly 
one of only a very few Explorers to enter 
fairground use, although some were also 
utilised by various circuses. 

Sadly, like the AEC Matador, the Pioneer 
began to disappear from fairground use 
during the 1970s, mainly because of its slow 
road speed and obsolete design. Another 
reason was that fairground rides were being 
increasingly transported by six and eight¬ 
wheeler load-carrying lorries, as well as early 
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articulated loads, rather than as tractors and 
trailers, a system in which the Pioneer excelled 
in the slower-paced days of the mid 20th 
Century. 

Incidentally, Scottish fairground operators 
have always tended to use load-carrying lorries 
to transport their equipment as opposed to 
tractors and trailers so, consequently, very 
few World War II tractors were to be found 
north of the border. Likewise very few ex¬ 
military tractors were to be found in the far 
West of England. Possibly the last fairground 
Pioneer in use was the 1967-registered ex¬ 
breakdown/recovery tractor operated by 
theTraylen family of London, which was in 
service until the mid-1980s. Luckily, a couple of 
ex-fairground Pioneers have been renovated 
and can be seen on the preservation scene, 
and I understand that at least two more are in 
the process of being renovated, which when 
completed will be welcome additions to the 
surviving numbers of these iconic ex-military 
fairground vehicles. 



Above: Originally owned in showland by John North, this ex-tank transporter, named Iron Man, 
was later sold to Yorkshire showman Tom Hamiess. Seen here at Wakefield, having been sold into 
preservation. 



1: Seen here at the Great Dorset Steam Fair in 2012 is BHE 882 (Barnsley 1947). Originally owned in showland by George Tuby, this ex-recovery tractor was 
purchased and restored by Mr M Jones of Bury St Edmunds in 2011. 

2: Again photographed at the Great Dorset Steam Fair in 2008, after an extensive restoration is 210 UXG, named Ouo Vadis, the ex-recovery Pioneer formerly 
operated by Hampshire showman John Wall before being laid up in the early 1980s. 

3: On the right is Benson’s first Pioneer, registered in London around 1949, while on the left is the last Pioneer bought by the family, carrying a 1967 Surrey 
registration. I believe this latter Pioneer is still owned by Bensons. Both of these are ex-artillery tractors. 

4: Seen here ready to leave a London fairground with the dodgem loads is Fred Gray’s 1967-registered ex-artillery tractor. This Pioneer was retired 
sometime in the early 1980s. I believe the ScammeLL came into the ownership of showman Bill Salmon in 1994, before passing to another showman, Robert 
Bentley Snr. 
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Mike Forbes has found some 
pictures in the Chris Hodge 
'Stilltime' archives showing the 
vehicles of transport operators 
which we will all remember from 
the past. 


Watts Bros 

Watts Bros began as a local general carrier, 
with John Watts using a horse and cart - 
known locally as a 'rully'- between Beverley, 
in East Yorkshire, and Hull from the 1970s. 
The company base was in Lairgate, Beverley, 
the garage only demolished in the 2000s, 
after later use as a carpet warehouse. The 
first motor vehicle, a Selden, came in 1915, 
others being added when his sons took over 
after World War I, with road-building work 
with Saurer tippers taken on from the 1920s. 


T here are transport companies 

with names we all remember, as 
their vehicles were to be seen far 
and wide on the roads of Great 
Britain, as well as in their own 

localities. 

Two of the firms seen here were part of 
the Transport Development Group, known 
to many asTDG, which grew out of the 
General Lighterage Company in 1957 and 
owned a whole raft of well-known haulage 
companies. They all operated under their 
own names for many years until, during the 
1980s, a dark green livery with a 'juggler' 
motif took over, much to many enthusiasts' 
dismay. Having expanded into Europe in 
recent years, TDG was taken over in 2010, by 
Norbert Dentressangle, now known as XPO 
Logistics. As always, it's'all change'... 

The third company, based in Yorkshire, 
remained family-owned and controlled 
until the 1970s, and even then retained its 
own identity for many years. The pictures 
show a wide variety of vehicle makes and 
types, showing the effects of the individual 
preferences of different managers. Those 
were the days - and this is probably a large 
part of why we are all so enthusiastic about 
the lorries of the past... 
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Three of the Watts Bros fleet posed at the company’s premises in 
Lairgate, Beverley in East Yorkshire. There are two Luton vans, EWF 
600 (East Riding, 1947), based on a Bedford OL, and MBT 543 (East 
Riding, 1953) a Perkins-powered Commer Superpoise, and FBT 756 
(East Riding, 1947), a Jensen or JNSN ‘Lightweight’ dropside, which 
doesn’t look as smart as most of the fleet. Nevertheless, the driver 
stands proudly beside it, with his mate, while the others sit at 
the wheel. The company’s head office stands next to a pub, shop 
and houses in the street - notice the Ford Prefect, the lad and the 
cyclist getting in on the act. (CHC abkl51) 










333 




m- 1 > 


Left: We could call this another Line-up, in the 
yard at the rear, at a guess. On the Left, LBT 
612 (East Riding, 1952), is a typical maximum 
volume pantechnicon of its day, based on a 
Bedford SB coach chassis - possibly petrol- 
powered, as there are no diesel badges to be 
seen - with a most stylish body with integral 
cab and flowing wings and rear spats, not 
to mention the raised Lettering for the 
fleetname.Then there is a Bedford OL, with 
a dropside body, fitted with a solid cover, on 
which a list of the places Watts Bros served 
- pretty much the whole of East Yorkshire - 
with its‘door to door collection and delivery 
service’. This vehicle Looks to be in the old red 
Livery, while the others are in the maroon and 
grey, used to make the fleet stand out from 
BRS Lorries. Lastly, there is an earlier style 
Commer Superpoise Luton van.The company 
ran quite a mixed fleet. (CHC abkl43) 


Above: A busy scene inside the building, behind the Bedford Pantechnicon, with the staff 
appearing to be enjoying themselves and making good use of the side doors on an Austin K8 
‘Three-way’van. What an assortment of boxes, bags, bicycles, furniture there is - and what about 
that fully-Lettered sack truck? (CHC abkl45) 
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Household removals and the roofed-over 
yard for transhipment of goods were added 
in the 1930s.The company managed to stay 
out of British Road Services, by working 
within a 25 mile radius, but changed its 
livery from red to maroon and grey, with a 
map showing the places served on multi¬ 
drop work, with vehicles from Bedfords and 
Commers toThornycroft eight-wheelers on 
long distance work. The fleet included fewer 
tippers and more vans and there was a move 
to Manor Park in the 1960s. 

Commercial Motor reported in 1973 
that the road transport and warehousing 
business of Watts Bros (Beverley) Ltd was 
taken over by the British Fuel Company, 
joining the other Humberside activities of 



Above: Here Watts Bros’ Bedford S Type dropside, MBT 544 (East Riding, 1953), again nicely 
sheeted and roped, turns from Hengate into Lairgate,then the A1079 Hull to York road, which 
now by-passes the town, with the market place in the background. There is a lovely selection of 
contemporary cars to be seen, a Morris Minor, Austin Atlantic and A30, Triumph Mayflower and a 
1930s Morris, by the look of it. (CHC abkl47) 


British Fuel's East Yorkshire region, based 
at Hull, including Grimsby Express haulage, 
Revell Fuels and Good Havercroft Ready 
Mixed Concrete. After operation by two 
generations by the Watts family, 82-year-old 
chairman Arthur Watts retired but remained 
available in a consultative capacity, while his 
nephew Mr George Watts and his grandson 
continued to be actively concerned in the 
management of the firm. The Watts Bros 
name was retained and the administrative 



Above: Before we go any further, we have 
to have a picture of the‘North Bar’, the 15th 
Century gateway, actually not far from Watts 
Bros base, on Lairgate, still a main road 
through the town. This, of course, was the 
reason for the East Yorkshire bus company’s 
double-deckers having the special‘Beverley 
Bar’-shaped upper decks. Here, Watts Bros’ 
Commer OX platform lorry, KBT 358 (East 
Riding, 1951), with a tidily sheeted and roped 
Load, makes its way through the bar in the 
sunshine. (CHC abkl46) 



Above: Although the glass plate is slightly damaged, this is a lovely portrait of Perkins diesel- 
powered Bedford TA (early type with sidelights in the wings by the headlights), with a Luton body, 
MWF 535 (East Riding, 1953), its position outside the house suggesting the removals side of Watts 
Bros’ business. (CHC abkl50) 



Above left: This rearview of Bedford MWF 535 shows the attractive signwriting and list of places in 
East Yorkshire served by the company. A‘Marmet Coach-built Baby Carriage’is being delivered to 


‘Babydom’ - what an awkward ‘parcel’ as part of a mixed Load. Notice the ‘20’ speed Limit sign on the 
rear of the vehicle. (CHC abkl48) Above right: The side shutter on the Bedford TA Luton being used 
to Load some heavy-looking sacks. At Least the pedestrian-controlled fork-lift - very modern for the 
1950s - has brought them to the vehicle, but it’s ‘handball’ from there. (CHC abkl53) 
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Above: Watts Bros continued with the tipper operations started in the 1920s well into the post¬ 
war years. Here in the yard we see Bedford S Type, MWF 534 - note the next registration to the 
TA Luton van - with a wooden dropside tipper body, advertising ‘Washed Sand & Gravel’ supplies. 

(CHC abkl44) 



Above: Here’s that Bedford S tipper again, on roadworks duties, on a side road, spreading gravel 
over tar being sprayed from a boiler, drawn by a beautiful cart-horse. Something of an idyllic scene 
- as late as the mid-1950s. (CHC abkl49) 


centre remained at Beverley. 

British Fuels Ltd was co-owned by The 
National Coal Board and Amalgamated 
Anthracite Holdings Ltd. In 1986, this was 
hived off, with other non-fuel concerns 
under the umbrella of AAH Ltd, was that 
then taken over by Baylis Distribution, based 
at Goole? 

Buckleys 

John Buckley & Co, based in Howley Lane, 
Warrington, was a general haulier, later 
specialised in tanker operation, then was 
taken over by Reliance Tankers of Sale, 
Manchester, which in turn was swallowed 
up by the Transport Development Group's 
'Linkman'. 

Buckley, founded in 1837, had already been 
part of TDG since the 1960s, Commercial 
Motor reporting in 1964 on the warehousing 
and lighterage, as well as haulage, provided 
at Warrington by the company, together 
with Isherwood and Co. Ltd., dating back 
to 1857, and Bishop's Wharf Carrying Co. 

Ltd., established in 1870, which were 
amalgamated on January 1,1963, to form 
Bishop's Wharf and Isherwood Ltd. The 
two companies shared a six acre site, with 
extensive warehousing accommodation, at 
Howley Lane, Warrington. 

The Buckley fleet provided mainly long¬ 
distance transport, with a fleet of 63 vehicles, 
covering around 2 million miles annually, 
with three quarters general haulage and the 
remainder contract work. Warrington was 
considered convenient for the Liverpool 
and Manchester docks, there was a London 
depot, and links with other TDG group 
depots, like Rankin in Middlesbrough and 
Highland Haulage in Glasgow.The demand 



Here’s another JNSN 
‘Lightweight’, a 
pantechnicon this 
time, to which this 
chassis was well- 
suited. EBT 201 (East 
Riding, 1946 - making 
this a very early post¬ 
war example of the 
marque), looks as if it 
is still in the red livery 
in this view, with the 
side shutter again in 
use on a removals job. 
(CHC abkl54) 
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for tanker services was said to be rising. The 
pictures here show Buckley's vehicles a few 
years earlier, CM having visited previously in 
1959. 


Liverpool Warehousing 

For many years the Liverpool Warehousing 
Company was the largest firm of warehouse 
keepers in the UK. Its main commodity 
was cotton. The firm became part of the 
Transport Development Group around 
1986. The main offices of the Liverpool 
Warehousing Company were situated at 70 
Pall Mall, Liverpool. Records are held in the 
Liverpool Museums archives (along with 
those of Meccano Ltd). 




Above: We’ve seen them both before, but 
this is a Lovely shot of Bedford S, LBT 612, 
and TA, MWF 535, in the yard. The S type is 
being filled with National ‘Benzole’ - so yes, 
it is petrol-engined. I can’t remember where 
IVe seen a picture of that Thornycroft Trusty 
eight-wheeler, so if anyone has a copy or any 
other Watts Bros pictures, we’d Love to see 
them... (CHC abkl52) 

Left: We move on now to some classic 
‘heavies’. Here we see an Atkinson 
L1586 eight-wheeled dropside, PED 203 
(Warrington, 1956), being Loaded with paper 
sacks on pallets -and this was around 1959- 
60! - by a Conveyancer fork-lift. The Atki’s 
‘bow-fronted’ cab in its dark green with red 
chassis(?) Livery is nicely signwritten on a 
different coloured band with ‘John Buckley & 
Co (Warrington) Ltd’, plus‘Established 1937’ 
and ‘Road Transport Services’, with outlines 
of Great Britain and ‘From Buckley’s to 
Anywhere’ and the vehicle’s name ‘Thorn’ on 
the front panels. With what Look Like ‘40x8’ 
wheels and tyres, it doesn’t get much more 
classic’than this... (CHC abd635) 



Above: Another Atkinson eight-wheeler, this time with just a platform body, NED 638 (Warrington, 1955), named ‘Howe’, with another, PED 204, sister to 
the dropside already seen, behind. The vehicles are bing loaded at the depot by hand - well, many hands - with multiple parcels, possibly newspapers or 
magazines, to be trunked to another depot, for onward distribution. (CHC abd637) 
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Above: This Buckley’s Atkinson eight-wheeler, 
KED 449 (Warrington, 1952), patriotically- 
named ‘Oueen Elizabeth’, is seen having its 
load of papers or magazines unloaded at a 
customer’s warehouse - all the staff seem 
to want to be seen working in the picture. It 
might strike younger readers as surprising 
that paper would be loaded on a platform 
vehicle under tarpaulins Like this, but it was 
the norm in days gone by. (CHC abd642) 

Left: Here’s another Atki eight-wheeled 
dropside being Loaded. It has a very modern¬ 
looking retractable tilt system, so it can be 
Loaded with steel wire coils from above by 
crane Like this, as well as the sacks already 
Loaded at the front of the body. (CHC abd640) 


Right: A Later Atkinson, 
with the more modern- 
looking glass-fibre 
panelled Mk I cab, SED 
811 (Warrington, 1957), 
possibly named ‘Excalibur’, 
at a Loading bank, with 
cartons of Persil, a Local 
product, being stacked 
on pallets on its dropside 
body.The signwriting 
on the cab-sides is 
simplified, but this one 
has the wonderful‘Trunk 
by Buckley’s’ headboard 
with the elephant. It sits 
between some Loaded 
ScammeLL coupling 
trailers and another Atki, 
NNY 793 (Glamorgan, 
1953), of Xxxx (somebody 
will tell us!) Garages Ltd. 
CHC abd641) 
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It wasn’t all eight-wheelers, 
here’s one of Buckley’s Scammell 
coupling trailers, behind a 
Bedford S Type tractor unit, NTU 
911 (Cheshire, 1951), named 
‘Tinwhal’, seen outside the 
company’s premises, which seem 
to be based on a what was once 
a substantial dwelling, with 
warehousing added. We can see 
the rear of another artic, an Atki 
eight-wheeler and Ford Anglia 
100E and Hillman Minx cars 
on either side of the 
Bedford. (CHCabd636) 


1 . B^CKLEYi 



I*. 

P 










Above: l:This is the artic seen from the rear beside the Bedford S.The Scammell LA or MU,OED 643 (Warrington, 1955) with its tandem-axle platform 
trailer, is seen crossing the Manchester Ship Canal - notice the weight limit sign on the left - with a tail of contemporary cars, including a Ford Zephyr 
Mkl, Hillman Minx Mk VI,Triumph Renown, an older Hillman and a Ford Prefect. 

2 :We move on to Buckley’s tankers now, with Foden eight-wheeler, GMA469 (Cheshire, 1946), which Looks as if it has an FG cab - must be a re-cabbed DG. 
It’s waiting at the crossing gates’, at the swing bridge over the canal where the ScammeLL was seen. (CHC abd639) 

3:Here’s another Buckley’s tanker - the shape of things to come, as it turned out, although they didn’t know it then, of course. It’s another Foden with an 
FG cab, but a 1946 Cheshire registration, JLG 160, still on those 40x8 wheels and tyres. It Looks as if it is unloading fuel at the company’s yard, between 
two Atki eight-wheelers. (CHC abd644) 

4:The Liverpool Warehousing Co Ltd grew on the back of‘King Cotton’, and there’s bales of it in the background, but it’s reels of paper being Loaded 
here. Fleet no 60, a Commer Superpoise, KKD 290 (Liverpool, 1949), most Likely has a matching Hands trailer and coupling. The crane might Look rather 
ancient, but it has a special grab for handling the reels. (CHC aax743) 
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Above left: Another Liverpool Warehousing Commer Superpoise, this time a rigid, fleet no 103, RKF 629 (Liverpool, 1954) is Loaded with tea chests - 
probably actually filled with tea - with the outer row tilted on the side rave for extra load security, as the driver sheets up. We can see a ship outside the 
dockside warehouse doors. The driver might be wishing he had a smart new sheet Like the one on the eight-wheeler and ‘drag’ in the background. I wish 
we had a picture of the whole of that vehicle to show you... (CHC aax745) Above right: The Liverpool Warehousing Co obviously favoured Commer for its 
vehicles. Here is a Later OX C Series Mk III, with TS3 diesel engine, fleet no 357 - which gives an ideal of the size of the fleet - XKF 368 (Liverpool, 1957) 
being loaded. Foden FG eight-wheeler, fleet no 83,OKC 280 (Liverpool, 1953) ca be seen in the background.These pictures must have been sponsored by 
Commer, rather than Foden... (CHC aax746) 




Left: A closer Look at the Commer OX artic, 
with what could also be a Hands trailer and 
coupling. The boxes are marked ‘Colombo’ 
and ‘BEREC trademark’, referring to the British 
Ever Ready Electrical Company (BEREC), a 
British electrical firm formed in 1906, as the 
export branch of the American Eveready 
Battery Co. The Ever Ready name was used in 
Europe, BEREC elsewhere. (CHC aax747) 


The Liverpool Warehousing Co Ltd was 
established in 1895 and came to own more 
than 400 warehouses, in Manchester as well 
as Liverpool. In 1915, there were firms called 
The Liverpool Storage Co Ltd','The Liverpool 
Warehouse Construction Co Ltd'and The 
Liverpool and Manchester Cotton and 
Produce Storage Co Ltd' 

The company owned warehousing next to 
Albert and Stanley Docks in Liverpool.The 
Liverpool Warehousing Company name can 
still be seen on Clarence Warehouse, still in 
use at least partially as a warehouse, and one 
of the warehouses on the Dock Road near 
Stanley Dock. 

OnTrafford Park Road in Manchester, 
backing onto the Bridgewater Canal, there 
are two huge warehouses, built in 1925 
and 1932 for the Liverpool Warehousing 
Company, used for cotton for many years 
and later used by Kellogg's and McVitie's. 

The buildings, known as the Victoria 
Warehouse, have now been transformed into 
a 775-bedroom hotel and conference centre. 

The pictures were taken in a dockside 
warehouse and show the company's 
preference for Commer vehicles during the 
1950s. 

Left: A Last Look at a Liverpool Warehousing 
Co vehicle, a Series I Land Rover, LKA 565 
(Liverpool, 1950) on the dockside.That 
hard-top bodywork looks rather different... 

(CHC aax744) 
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2016 was the Centenary Year of The 
East Kent Road Car Co, so Malcolm 
Wright looks at the history of this 
famous bus and coach operator, 
with 100 nostalgic photographs. 
Here are the first 25... 

T here were numerous small 

operators based in the east of 
Kent, offering local bus services 
to the community and the 
growing band of holidaymakers 
to the coastal resorts around Thanet, 
which was well served by good railway 
connections. In addition, there were the 
more sparsely-populated settlements 
around the Romney Marsh area, well-suited 
to better road connections that might be 
offered by a regular service. 

Perhaps the first of the significant operators 
in the area was the London & South Coast 
Motor Company, which commenced services 


in 1905, becoming London & South Coast 
Motor Services in 1915, when taken over 
by W P Allen, eventually to be part of the 
Folkestone Co-operative, formed in 1928 
by East Kent. There was also the East Kent & 
Herne Bay Motor Omnibus Co Ltd, similarly 
founded in 1905, as well as the Herne Bay & 
Canterbury Motor Services Co, running well 
into the World War I period. 

In April 1908, one Sydney Garcke operated 
what is claimed to be the first timetabled 


bus service between Deal and Kingsdown, 
using six Brush double-deck buses, which in 
fact belonged to the Birmingham & Midland 
Motor Omnibus Co, with whom Garcke had 
special connections. Being successful, he 
spread the network to include Herne Bay 
and Canterbury using, by 1910, Leyland and 
Daimler vehicles. 

In that year, his operations became part of 
the British Electric Traction Co, which itself 
changed to the British Automobile Traction Co 
by 1912. Also in the area was a Mr W F French, 
who was mainly responsible for establishing 
Maidstone & District Motor Services from 
1911. He took an interest in the operations of 
a local garage, Strong's, to eventually become 
the Margate, Canterbury & District Motor 
services by 1914. He also bought Ramsgate 
Motor Coaches in 1915, the operation being 
jointly controlled by him and BAT Ltd. 

The London firm of Thomas Tilling also 
showed an interest in the Folkestone area, 
where it opened a local branch, as the 
Folkestone & District Road Car Co, with 30 

Left: Included in the initial East Kent fleet, 
when the company was formed in 1916, was 
LH 9012, a Tilling Stevens TS3 petrol-electric 
bus with Tilling Ch32 body, new in 1914. 
Although a charabanc body is recorded, it 
had a covered top, with fixed side windows 
and a rear entrance. It had been sold by 1925. 
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Left: An early view of an outing by charabanc, 
believed to be possibly in the Deal area. 


Below: The offside of Folkestone & 

District’s No 29, which was another original 
constituent of the East Kent Fleet in 1916. 


petrol-electric single-deck buses for a short 
time. 

With the coming of World War I, many of 
these vehicles were requisitioned by the War 
Department and, with what was left, Sidney 
Garcke took on the task of amalgamating the 
majority of them, to formed the East Kent 
Road Car Co on 11 th August 1916, from offices 
at Station Road West in Canterbury, starting 
the operation of services on 1st September 
1916. Operating agreements, regarding 
the boundaries for operating services were 
quickly undertaken with the neighbouring 




Left: This Daimler‘Y’was manufactured 
in 1920, as a coaching charabanc, 
possibly an ex-Thomas Tilling rebuild.lt 
was re-bodied Short B30 in 1927, as seen 
here by the beach at Camber in Sussex in 
1932. It was withdrawn by 1934 and sold, 
(the Late R W Kidner) 


firms of M&D to the west and Southdown to 
the south. 

The initial East Kent fleet was made up of 
the former Thomas Tilling 32 seat vehicles 
from the Folkestone & District Road Car Co, 
Deal and District Motor Services, Margate, 
Canterbury & District Motor Services, Wacher 
of Herne Bay, Ramsgate Motor Coaches plus, 
by 1919, two Thornycroft 40 hp from Sayers of 
Margate. 

Several other small operations were taken 
into the fleet during the 1920s, including 
Royal Native of Whitstable with three 
vehicles; Wood of Blean, two; Silver Queen of 
Folkestone, ten; Pullman Coaches of Cheriton, 
7; Scarlett of Sandwich, one; Ames, also of 
Sandwich, two; Bourne Garage, Folkestone, 
four; and Alexandre Coaches of Broadstairs, 
four, and others. 

Further acquisitions were made well into 
the 1930s, including the final purchase of the 
London & South Coast Motor Service interests 


Left: An interesting early East Kent bus was 
this Daimler CD5, with East Kent Ch32R 
bodywork. It was re-bodied Tilling Ch28R 
and withdrawn by 1932 to be scrapped. 
(M&D and East Kent Bus Club) 
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Right: FN 8091 was a Daimler with Short 
B38R bodywork, reconstructed by East Kent 
to a three-axle design. It was not entirely 
successful and was withdrawn from service 
by 1933. (M&D and East Kent Bus Club). 


by the end of 1933. By 1937, East Kent had 
also come to an arrangement to take over 
the former tramway systems of Dover and 
Thanet, replacing both of them with motor 
bus operations. 

The war years 1939-45 were not easy 
ones for East Kent, as the company suffered 
severe damage to its head office, garages 
and bodyshops, as well as losing many 
operational double-deck vehicles to more 
heavily populated areas and as troop 
transport elsewhere. Five double-deck buses 
were converted to run on producer gas 
during 1943/44, while spares for essential 
maintenance of the running fleet were very 
scarce indeed. 

By the end of hostilities, the Guy Arabs were 
a welcome sight on the streets of the East 
Kent area, but they were of a very basic Utility 
nature internally. Sidney Garcke died in 1948. 
Leyland Tigers and Beadle reconstructions 
formed the intake in the early 1950s, alongside 
80 Guy Arabs which were added to the 
fleet. A few Bedfords joined East Kent, to 
supplement its coaching fleet, as well as some 
Dennis Lancets and AEC Reliances. Europabus 
operations commenced in the area in 1953 
and ended in the late 1960s. 

By 1959, AEC Regent double-deck buses 
appeared in the fleet, many with interesting 
full-fronted bodywork, compared with the 
more traditional half-cab styling. A small 
order for three AEC Bridgemasters appeared in 
1962, but Reliances and Regents became the 
standard vehicles throughout the 1960s, until 
1969 saw the introduction of rear-engined 
Daimler CRG6 double-decks and AEC Swift 
single-deck buses. 

In 1972, the Leyland National arrived, as this 
was the era of the National Bus Company, with 
a poppy red livery for the East Kent vehicles, 
compared with the more traditional maroon 
and cream livery. The up-graded AEC Reliance 
'760'-powered coaching fleet was equally 
unattractive, in plain white with small fleet 
names. Also under NBC ownership, a few 
Bristol LHS6L single-deckers and Bristol VRT 
double-deckers arrived in the East Kent Fleet, 
while Leyland PSU3Es became the coaching 
favourites. 

The 1980s was an era of deregulation and 
mini-buses. Following deregulation, managers 
were keen on buy-outs and, on 5th March 
1987, at Victoria Coach Station, East Kent 
became the 28th of 75 former NBC subsidiaries 
to return to the private sector. Some new 
vehicles were purchased to herald in this new 
era, including MCW Hi-Liner coaches and ten 



I Above: This was a Beadle bodied B37R Tilling Stevens B10C2 bus dating from 1928. It was re¬ 
bodied by Park Royal to C32R in 1933 and finally withdrawn from service in 1948. 



RGAT£ii«w!J 
CLIF1WILLE 
5TPETERS 


bhomstaiiis 
dump ton 

'[?f|HiiWT£i!iiiSLr 
^CSGATbi^i I'h. 


Above: This bus was a 1928 Leyland TS1 with Short 030/26RO bodywork. It was re-bodied by 
Burlingham to UH34F in 1945 and the original body was scrapped. The vehicle was withdrawn 
by 1949 and sold to a local dealer at Chestfield, Kent. 
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Metrobus double-deckers. 1991 saw the 75th 
Anniversary of the company, but two years 
later, it was taken over again, by the fast¬ 
growing multi-national operator, Stagecoach 
Group, which would run the business from 
Lewes in East Sussex, where Stagecoach had 
offices from its acquisition of Southdown in 
1989. 

This meant the management at Canterbury 
became surplus to requirements. At the 
take-over, East Kent had employed 756 
people, running a fleet of some 243 vehicles. 






1: FN 9096 was a 1928 LeyLand TS1, which was transferred 
to the service fleet in 1940 as an open lorry, with the body 
taken from FN 4521 and it served until 1952. Alongside is the 
chassis of FN 9005, a Tilling Stevens B10C2, which had Beadle 
B37R bodywork originally. This chassis was scrapped by 1949. 
2: Here is a Tilling Stevens B10C2 bus, carrying Bristol B37R 
bodywork, new in 1929. It served until 1938 and was then 
sold to Boswell by March 1939. (M& D and East Kent Bus Club). 
3: KR 5086 was a 1930 Daimler CF6, with an open-topped 
body to 048R0 configuration. It was taken over when the 
Isle of Thanet Electric Supply Company fleet was acquired in 
March 1937. As it had been withdrawn and sold to a London 
dealer by September 1937, it most likely never operated for 
East Kent. 

4: Two 1930 Tilling Stevens B10C2s,with Brush B37R 
bodywork. JG 660 lasted in the fleet until 1939, while JG 697 
remained until 1944. Presumably 660 was requisitioned by 
the War Department, while 697 went to dealer Penfold and 
on to be a caravan at Biddenden. 

5: This Tilling Stevens B10C2 had a Short C32R body, 
manufactured Locally at the company’s works in Rochester. It 
served until 1946, when it was sold off to dealer Penfold,at 
Green Street Green. It is seen here at a scrapyard at Newton 
Poppleford in March 1951. 

6: JG 1414 was a 1931 Tilling Stevens B49C2 with Brush 
C32R bodywork. It remained in the East Kent fleet until 
1946 and was subsequently scrapped by 12/48. 

(M&D and East Kent Bus Club). 
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1: The 1930s saw quite a number of Morris vehicles in the East Kent 
fleet, including a number of these impressive double-deck buses. They 
were Morris Commercial Imperial types, with L29/26R bodywork by 
either Park Royal or Short. This view is a manufacturer’s posed shot, so 
it could be one that appeared in the Olympia Exhibition in 1931. 

2: JG 4230 was a 1934 Dennis Ace, with East Kent C20F bodywork to 
C20F. It was one of the Last batch of vehicles to be bodied by the 
company’s own bodyshops. It was downgraded to single-deck status 
in 1936 and to C14F by October 1938. It was withdrawn in 1951 and 
Loaned to Ramsgate Corporation as a publicity vehicle until 1954. (the 
Late Frank Wright) 

3 : Seen in normal East Kent Livery is JG 5449, a 1935 Dennis Ace 
carrying Park Royal C20F coachwork. It too was downgraded to single- 
deck status in 1942 and remained with the fleet until 1953. It was then 
dismantled by East Kent and the remains sold to Wiltshier, contractors 
of Canterbury for use as a site office. 

4 : The body of AJG 611 was new in 1934, having been transferred 
from JG 3717, built by East Kent on a Leyland KPZ3 chassis to B20F 
configuration.This bus served in the fleet until 1953, when it passed 
to a London dealer and on to Martin & Giles as a mobile shop at Rye, 
along with sister bus AJG 610. 

5 : New in 1935 was this Leyland TS7 with Park Royal C32R coachwork. It 
was re-bodied by Park Royal in 1941, with a roof arranged for carrying 
band instruments, the original body having been destroyed by enemy 




action in 1940. It was withdrawn in 1957, passing to Chantry of Deal 
for non-psv use and converted to a caravan and then to farm staff 
transport. 

6: JG 5425 was a 1935 Park Royal-bodied C32R coach on a Leyland TS7 
chassis. It served as an ambulance for the War Department. It had 
a diesel engine fitted in 1940 and returned to the East Kent fleet in 
1945, and was in service until 1955, when it passed to G H Groves a 
dealer in London. (M&D and East Kent Bus Club) 

7 : New in 1936, this Weymann bodied H30/26R bus was built on a 
Daimler COG5 chassis and was new to the Isle of Thanet Electric 
Supply Company of St Peters at Broadstairs. It was acquired in March 
1937 and loaned to the East Midlands Motor services of Chesterfield 
from 1940 to 1942. On its return to Kent, the bus was damaged 
by enemy aircraft at Herne in October 1942, losing its rear end. It 
was used as a mobile office at Dover, before being repaired and 
resuming normal service by November 1944. It then served the main 
fleet until 1950, when it passed to the City of Oxford Motor Services, 
where it was operated until 1960 and scrapped by 1963. (the Late 
Frank Wright). 

8: This coach, JG 6522, was a 1936 Leyland TS7 with Park Royal C32R 
coachwork, one of 36 vehicles ordered in 1935. It served until 1939, 
when it too was requisitioned by the War Department for use by the 
Royal Army Service Corps and after that was used by the Northern 
Ireland Road Transport Board, being finally withdrawn by 1955. (M&D 
and East Kent Bus Club). 
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Below: Here is a 1936 Leyland TS7 with Park Royal C32R coachwork, 
which was re-bodied by Park Royal to C24F in 1938 for touring work. 
It remained in East Kent service until 1959, when it was sold to 
Flanders of Tylers Hill and used as a mobile office on building sites. 

(M& D and East Kent Bus Club). 



Below: Here is a Dennis Lancet with Dennis B35R bodywork, new 
in 1936. It originally had a petrol engine, but was converted to 
diesel by Dennis in 1938. This bus was Loaned to Aldershot & District 
from July 1940 to April 1945 and painted into Aldershot & District 
Livery. It was withdrawn in 1956 and sold to a London showman. 
(M&D and East Kent Bus Club). 


Although it carries the local fleet name of 
East Kent, this Stagecoach is really part of a 
much larger national enterprise and, as such, 
will not be detailed here. Suffice it to say that 
there are a few'original'East Kent vehicles 
remaining in collections and in the hands of 
preservationists and many were seen out and 
about in the centenary year. 

We'll carry on with another 25 nostalgic 
pictures of East Kent vehicles through the 
years in the next issue... 





JG 6809 


t HON 


Another shot of a 1936 Dennis 
Lancet JG 6809, which served until 
1954 when it passed to the Ashford 
Rotary Club and named ‘The Happy 
Wanderer’. It then spent some time 
in preservation but is not currently 
listed as such. 


www.roadscene.com 


March 17 53 


















































Terry Giles told us about the Devenish and John Groves breweries' vehicles in a recent 'Model Roadscene' article. 

Now he has more on the old Weymouth breweries. 


T he last Victorian brewery in 

Hope Square, Weymouth, ceased 
brewing in 1985. Devenish had 
acquired John Groves & Sons, the 
brewery next door, in 1960, to 
become'Devenish and Groves'for a span of 
only five years. By 1965, the well-established 
Groves name was deleted and the 
Weymouth and Redruth breweries became, 
in one word,'Devenish'all around the South 
and South-west of England. 

As a small boy and all through my fairly long 
life, I have been completely fascinated by the 
companies'almost immaculate brewer's drays. 

I have quite a collection of Devenish and 
Groves memorabilia and have found a few 
fairly relevant pictures. 

During 2017, the developers will arrive in 
Hope Square, along with a cunning plan to 
relocate Weymouth Museum somewhere 
within the wonderful Victorian building. 
Hundreds of years of professional brewing 
and many handsome drays - horse and 
motor - are now simply fond memories, so 
hopefully these pictures will help to redress 
the balance... 



Above: This Fordson Thames dray,YAF 475, was based at the Devenish brewery in Redruth,Cornwall. 
Throughout the 1950s and early’60s, it was featured on the company’s advertising material around 
the South-west of England. 



Above and inset: Terry first set my eyes on Devenish’s Fordson Industrial tractor, AFX 951, just after 
World War II. It then growled to and fro from the main brewery to the loading bays in Spring Road. Its 
daily task involved towing a long trailer carrying barrels, to be eventually sent out on deliveries far and 
wide. 

For many years it was missing, presumed scrapped. When the brewery garage was being demolished 
in the late 1980s, it was found in a fairly recognizable condition. I took a photograph of this remarkable 
find on a bright Monday morning, complete with registration number plate, the very next day it had 
been removed. What happened after that to the gallant workhorse, Heaven only knows? 



Above: A classic memory of John Groves 
Hope Brewery, Weymouth. A heavily-loaded 
Thornycroft dray makes its way through 
Portland, Dorset in the mid 1920s. 

Right: Devenish always had a well-groomed 
fleet of vehicles. This Commer Imp van is no 
exception, seen parked outside a Devenish Inn 
during 1968. 
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Above: The Devenish Fire Brigade, seen in 1942. 

The slightly converted pre-war Fordson dray became the brewery fire engine during those extremely dangerous years. On Sunday, 11th August 1940, at 
10.21,the Devenish brewery in Hope Square, Weymouth was split in half by a high explosive bomb. The company was assisted by its rival, the brewery next 
door, John Groves & Sons, with a supply of beer until the brewery was re-built. 

Yet more disaster was to come to the bottling store roof. Bottling commenced the following week in the open air, but more than a year went by before the 
roof was repaired; such faithful workers! 



Above: The last brew leaves Weymouth in November 1985.The dray 
was a Bedkford TK, but as for the horse? 

Right: Early morning in Hope Square, Weymouth, in 1967. Devenish’s 
Brewery is in full production; the company’s almost newCommer 
dray is waiting at the office for delivery sheets, before starting off on 
the daily journey. Possibly I only wanted a good shot of the dray, but 
my wife and daughter got into the picture on our way to the beach. 
The Cortina Mkl is safely parked next to a giant prehistoric Jaguar 
MkVII. 


Above: The original Devenish Logo,featuring 
‘Herbert’the tiger firmly holding his cross. He 
appeared almost everywhere across company 
territory. The picture of the well-weathered sign 
was taken at the rear of the Weymouth brewery, 
where he was a fixture for many years. 
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Here we catch upon the late season rallies of 2016 and welcome the New Year with the first report of 2017. 



Scammell Events in 2016 

John Fadelle reports on Croxley and Malpas, while 
Malcolm Ranieri photographed vehicles on the Shropshire 'Trundle' 
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A major event in the ScammeLl Register calendar is the annual 
gathering at Croxley, on 17-18 September 2016, alongside Carter’s 
Steam Fair, and this year it was well attended by ScammeLl ex- 
employees and vehicle owners alike, and the Register’s sales Lorry did 
good business. 

Amongst the ScammeLLs present were a contrasting pair of Rolls- 
Royce engined Trunker Mk 3 tractors (1). Clint Goodship’s ex-Mobil 
machine, in CG Haulage Livery, dates from 1971 and has one of the 
earliest ‘face-lifted’ Michelotti cabs, with Cibie rectangular headlamps 
and wipers mounted at the bottom of the windscreens. Next to it was 
Chris Parker’s ex-Whitbread Mk 3, a year older and one of the Last built 
with the original type of Michelotti cab. 

Roger Annis took along his magnificent Annis & Co straight-eight 
ballasted tractor (2). This was one of two specials dating from the 
mid-1960s. Frank Annis wanted more power than the Gardner 6LW 
could produce but didn’t want a Leyland engine, so they set to at 
the Pump Lane works and installed an 8LW.This meant Lengthening 
the wheelbase by 10 in, the bonnet by 5 ins, and allowing the back 
of the engine to intrude into the cab by a further 5 ins. The company 
was not satisfied with the standard five-ton horizontal winch either, 
so they fitted a ten-ton ScammeLl military vertical winch, complete 
with a Pioneer gearbox. Roger reckoned that the tractor was good for 
operation at 90 tons gross! 

There was an interesting selection of ScammeLLs at the Malpas 
Yesteryear Rally on 10-11 September 2016. Dave Price exhibited a 



rarity, a 1971 SheLL-Mex and BP Trunker (3), with a slightly older Gloster 
black oil tank semi-trailer. The Trunker was neither a Mk 2 nor a Mk 3, 
having been built at the transition from the old ScammeLl six-speed 
gearbox and epicyclic axle to the Thornycroft gearbox and Leyland 
Beaver axle. It was intended to build the final batch of Mk 2 tractors 
with the Leyland semi-automatic epicyclic gearbox, but at the Last 
minute, the Thornycroft’box was fitted instead, driving a reverse- 
rotation ScammeLl axle. ScammeLl (and some Shell) staff called these 
oddities ‘Mk2%’ or ‘Mk2A’, and Dave’s is probably the Last survivor. 

ScammeLl historical military vehicles were well-represented by 
four Explorers and a Pioneer Gun tractor. The Explorer’s unpopular 
ScammeLL-Meadows petrol engine was often replaced by a Leyland 680 
or Rolls Eagle, but Nikki Owen has carried out a very neat conversion 
using a Cummins LT10-250 (4), one of the Last modern, but ‘pre- 
electronic’, engines. This fits snugly under the bonnet (with relocated 
turbocharger and fan), and Nikki says it matches the transmission well. 

Parry Davis showed his Davis Brothers Highwayman Tanker and 
ex-MoD Crusader wrecker, plus Martin Hayworth’s 1965 Scarab three- 
tonner - very much a ‘work in progress’. 

Earlier, on June 10th 2016, the Shropshire Trundle road run was held, 
with a number of ScammeLLs and vehicles from other manufacturer’s 
making their way through the sunny countryside. They included Simon 
Priestner’s ex-Pickfords Highwayman Motive Unit (5), Sue and Alan 
Edgar’s ex-RAF S26 ballasted tractor (6), Ray Herritts’ ex-Civil Defence 
Bedford ‘S’Type (7) and the Foden FG4 in joint Motorways Livery (8). 


Wirral Bus and Tram Show 

Keith Baldwin visited this event at Birkenhead on Sunday, 2nd October. 



A nice day greets entrants and visitors. Although vehicle 
numbers seemed to be down slightly, it didn’t spoil the 
day. The tramway alongside the rally site was running, 
enjoyed by many visitors, including Keith. With rides on 
buses to points of interest and a good number of sales 
stands made for a good day out. 

Although a bus show, a couple of Lorries made an 
appearance, AHL 622, a 1946 ‘Interim’ Beaver, in the Livery 
of Beverley Bros, with which the vehicle spent all its Life 
(9) and MXX 503, a 1952 ex-NHS X-Ray Leyland Beaver, now 
in Vintage Engineering Services & Transport Livery (10). 

A1992 tram, built in the style of the Hong Kong trams, 
in Birkenhead Livery, was running on the day (11), while 
among the visiting buses was this 1970 Bristol RELL/ 

ECW coach, RDV 419H, in Southern National National Bus 
Company dual-purpose colours (12). 
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Yorkshire Dales Running Day 


A week later, Keith Baldwin was at the 11 th Yorkshire Dales Bus Running Day, on Sunday 9th October. 



On a pleasant day with plenty of sunshine, after a slow start, a good number of vehicles arrived at the site in Skipton,from which there was the 
opportunity of a ride on a selection of vehicles through the Dales, which was welcomed by enthusiasts and other members of the public alike. 

This PLaxton Elite-bodied coach, FLY 722J, has an unusual Seddon Pennine IV chassis (13). It is now in the Livery of G H Watts of Leicester, but 
was new in 1971 to Essex Coachways.This 1957 AEC Regent V, WAT 652 (14), has a Roe body with the ‘Beverley Bar’shaped upper deck, to pass 
through the arch in the East Yorkshire town. On the road again after extensive rebuilding is CBV 433 (15), a 1949 Guy Arab with Crossley body 
from the Blackburn fleet. A more recent municipal double-decker is JTF 217F (16), a 1968 Leyland Titan PD2A, with front entrance East Lancss 
body in Darwen Livery. 


Lincoln Open Day 


Mike Gosling went to the 
Lincolnshire Vintage Vehicle 
Society's museum open day on 
Sunday, 6th November 2016. 




This running day was as well-supported as ever, even though the rain kept making an appearance. There were Lots of stalls, an excellent 
supply of refreshments, and another great feature is the opportunity to go for rides in the society’s classic car collection, as well as the buses. 

These included W 8934, a Daimler CWD6 with Duple H30/26R body, Northampton Corporation No 129, new in 1945 to ‘relaxed utility’ 
specification (22), an ex-London Transport RT and Routemaster, plus a Later style 1947 ex-Northampton Daimler, ANH 154,1935 Burlingham- 
bodied Leyland Tiger TS7 from the Lincolnshire Road Car fleet, FW 5696, and an ex-Lincoln Corporation Leyland Titan (23). 
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Halloween Road Run 


Keith Baldwin also went to the Halloween Road Run in Huddersfield on 31st October 2016. 


This was Keith’s final commercial vehicle gathering in 2016. A cloudy 
but dry day greeted the entrants, but did not stop a nice selection 
of vehicles turning up. In the afternoon, there was a road run, with 
vehicles going to the Carriage house and Motorman’s Cafe. 

Among the interesting vehicles to be seen was FRC 805C, A1965 
AEC-powered Seddon 16-4-470, now in the Livery of Yorkshire-based 
Richard Gillam (17). Another newly-finished vehicle was a Bedford TM 


tractor unit in the Livery of Bradbury of Sheffield (18). D753 HUM is a 
Ford Cargo box van in plain blue (19). Keith says it’s hard to imagine 
that this Lorry is nearly 30 years old! An AEC Regent III, converted 
to a towing vehicle, KWE 255, finished in Sheffield Livery was also 
present (20), while another unusual vehicle in preservation is the 
Mercedes-Benz L408 box van (21) which was also at Huddersfield for 
the Halloween run. 




Ipswich Running Day 



The following Sunday, 
13th November 2016, 

Mike Gosling went to 
the Ipswich Transport 
Museum, which put on 
another good show, with 
the running day attracting 
vehicles from near and 
far. Buses operated on 
several interesting routes 
through the town and 
over the Orwell Bridge on 
the A14. 

Ipswich Corporation’s 
first motor bus,ADX 1, 
a 1950 AEC Regent III 
was gleaming as it was 
prominently displayed in 
the museum (24). Outside, 
Mike noticed this ex- 
Eastern Counties Bristol 
MW with later-style ECW 
coach body from 1964 
(25), while one of the 
buses offering rides was a 
Bristol VR, finished in the 
post-deregulation Livery 
of Wilts& Dorset (26), 
no ‘wavy Lines’ but a Lot 
more interesting than its 
original NBC‘poppy red’. 
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Donington 


Mike Forbes, Len Jefferies, Jim King and Barry Fenn 

were among many lorry enthusiasts who made their 
way to our publisher Kelsey's Classic Commercial Show 
at Donington Park on Saturday, 29th October 2016. 





This show is considered by many to be 
something of a‘season closer’and it 
attracted plenty of vehicles, which were 
arrayed inside and outside the hall, where 
there were also many society and trade 
stands. 

Seen by many for the first time in Fred 
Sherwood livery was GAX 399C, the Dodge 


300 Series six-wheeled tipper, previously 
in the Gowler fleet (27). Among the lorries 
inside the hall were Richard Ford’s Volvo F88 
and Atkinson borderer tractor units (28). A 
military type not often seen was this Austin 
K5 four wheel drive GS lorry (29). Another 
relative newcomer the editor hadn’t seen 
before was this Ford D Series 16-tonner of 


John Riley & Sons of Buxton (30). Among 
the preserved fleets which turned up at 
Donington was that of Tony McGovern, 
including this line-up of Foden S21, S34 and 
S20 tippers (31). A new feature at this year’s 
show was a display by Perkins, showing some 
the history of the company, with some of its 
classic diesel engines (32). 
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See arriving is Gardner-powered ERF four- 
wheeled box van, NTS 849K (33), in the 
Livery of Thomas Knox of Brora, but probably 
originally in the Dundee-based fleet of Beano 
and Dandy-publisher, D CTHompson. Bedford 


OWL, ATL 911 (34) has been seen before at 
this and other rallies, but just Looks so cheeky 
between the much larger ERF EC and Foden 
S20. The 1967 Seddon 16-Four, HUX 902E (35) 
of Williams of Dawley, Shropshire is seen 


arriving at Donington. Some vehicles had to 
be parked outside the exhibition centre and 
its yards, Like Foden S21 six-wheeled mixer, 
KKE 668E (36) restored in the Livery of Thomas 
Babb of Bradley, Staffordshire. 


Dewsbury Bus Museum 

Keith Baldwin's very last visit of 2016 was to the Dewsbury Bus Museum 
Autumn Open Day, also on Sunday, 13th November. 



He says sorry to the Lorry men, but this is a buses only rally, with 
a number of sales stands, as always. There was a good turn out of 
vehicles, with a good number making runs to the town centre and 
back. 

Nearing the completion of its restoration is WHL 970, a 1963 Guy 
WuLfrunian,a real rarity, Looking fine in West Riding Livery (37). With 
a Log way to go, showing the dedication needed to restore these old 
vehicles, is KHL 855, a 1955 Guy Arab, also from the West Riding fleet 
(38). Already 20 years old and preserved, a 1996 Mercedes with Optare 
bodywork, TIL 7902 has been restored in the much-missed Livery of 
Black Prince (39). 
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Motorman's Meet 


Keith Baldwin started the New Year well, crossing the border into Yorkshire, 
to the Motorman's Cafe meet on Sunday, 8th January 2017. 

High in the Pennines, on the old 
A62 to the west of Huddersfield, 
the weather was drizzly and 
misty all day, but this did not 
spoil the atmosphere for the 
drivers and spectators. Many 
old and new vehicles had made 
their way to this informal meet, 
which seems to attract more 
Lorries each time it is held. 

Seen among the vehicles 
parked outside the cafe was 
3967 VY, the ERF 68G tipper 
with KV cab of S Roper &Sons 
(40). H Kershaw & Sons brought 
this Scania 93M six-wheeler, 

J802 LLM, carrying the Austin 
FFK ScammeLL coupling tractor 
unit, 7755 U, previously seen 
at the Classic Car Show at the 
NEC Last November (41). Arriving 
through the murk was Bedford 
TK 7.5 tonner, SPU 612K of R & R 
Commercials of Bishop Auckland 
(42) just Like the one the editor 
drove back in the 1970s. There 
were several now classic tractor 
units to be seen on the A62, 

Like BUI 3171, a Scania 141 in 
Redgate Livery (43) and OCV 
101R, the ERF B Series of Alan 
Phillips (44). Like policemen, 
classic Lorries just seem to get 
younger, like this Foden 4380, 
fitted out as a recovery vehicle, 
of D A & J Rustage (45). 




62 March 17 


www.roadscene.com 
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CUDHAM TITHE BARN, BERRY'S HILL, CUDHAM, KENTTN16 3AG OR EMAIL: MIKE.FORBES@KELSEY.CO.UK 



r 

LIFE ON THE ROAD - PART 10 
-THE END OF THE ROAD 

Continuing from the last part, in issue 
207, February, I revealed that all eight 
Hull drivers, including me, had been 
transferred to a new contract, joining 
another 40 drivers from the East Midlands 
area. DHL had won the British Gypsum 
contract from Fergusons Transport, of 
which the headquarters were at Blythe, 
Northumberland, but this company 
had 30-odd motors based at East Leake, 
Leicestershire, on the Gypsum contract. 

These were mainly artics, some carrying 
Moffet lorry-mounted fork-lifts, attached 
at the rear of the trailer, for self off-loading 
at building sites. Initially, many Fergusons 
drivers and most of the transport office 
staff were taken on by DHL, but the 
running-in period - as we called it - was far 
from a smooth ride, as we were to find out. 

Although DHL had many years 
of experience around the globe in 
warehousing and distribution networking, 
including its own aeroplanes, taking off 
each night from East Midlands Airport 
to Orlando, USA, this new contract was 
known to be the most difficult for everyone 
involved. This was a total in-house 
operation, where all the products - mainly 
plasterboard - were manufactured, stored, 
loaded and distributed from within the 
plant. We even had some hundred trailers 
parked on the dedicated trailer park, 
many pre-loaded for the night trunk lads, 
who would drive up to British Gypsum at 
KirkbyThore, returning fully-freighted with 
bagged plaster. 

All the local area drivers had to drop off 
their trailers and park their tractor units in 
a tidy row right opposite the traffic office 
windows, then walk 300 metres and up 
two flights of stairs, carrying their night 
out equipment, just to reach their cars. The 
eight of us from Hull were very fortunate, 
as we didn't fall under the same ruling. 
Being on permanent nights out, if there 
wasn't a loaded change-over for us, we 
would be asked to anchor up at the nearby 
services and run in early the next morning, 
as trailers were loaded throughout the 
night, 24/7. 

Gypsum staff would sit in the traffic office, 
alongside DHL staff, to oversee the running 
of things and always had the last say. Yes, 
they were certainly in charge, but I have 
to say that, in my four and a half years 
with them, British Gypsum had a fantastic 
safety record, and I expect they still do in 
today's climate where Health and Safety is 
paramount. 

v_ 


Moving on from rules and regulations, 
within ten weeks I had to hand over my 
sparkling Mercedes semi-automatic in 
DHL colours, which I had only had for six 
months, as a brand new fleet of Mercs, 
fully automatic, had arrived at the factory 
at East Leake.These were all in Gypsum 
livery, and at this point I didn't know who 
the hell I was working for! Any reader who 
has ever driven a 16 speed fully automatic 
with cruise control, air-con and with 100 
miles of straight flat road in front of them 
would have to agree that it was a fantastic 
experience. 

But imagine reversing the same piece 
of kit weighing 44 tonnes into a pokey 
builder's yard, uphill, with only a foot 
to spare either side, in the middle of 
Bournemouth town centre, at 8 am in 
the morning, and you can then begin to 
understand what I faced for the next four 
years. 

I suppose I couldn't complain as, being 
on permanent night out it, was in the 
company's best interest to keep me down 
the road and away from the plant as much 
as possible. I spent that four years supplying 
every major builders' merchant, Jewsons, 
Wickes, Travis Perkins and B & Q, along 
the South Coast, and must have delivered 
to every town and village in Devon and 
Cornwall. All this was done in that one 
motor and this was in fact the longest reign 
I had ever had with the same vehicle. 

One great advantage of this was that 
my motor could never be used for night 
trunking, as it was my home from Monday 
to Friday or Saturday each week, and 
was always parked securely in our non-- 
operational depot at Hull when not in use. 
Sorry night trunkers: hands off my motor! 

Shortly after joining the new British 
Gypsum contract, DHL was in negotiations 
to sell off the whole container side of the 
empire and to concentrate on what the 
company was expert at, curtain-sided 
distribution networking which, with 
hindsight, was why the eight of us from 
Hull were quickly removed from container 
work and put on the Gypsum contract. It 
was on returning to work after our holiday 
to Florida, driving round the peninsular 
from coast to coast and around the Daytona 
Speedway (another possible article?), that I 
found the Hull agency driver who had been 
using my motor while I had been away had 
left the truck with just six pallets on board, 
for delivery to Stockton on Tees. What was 
going on? 

Apparently, in the three weeks that I had 
been across the pond, a recession was 


biting hard and deep into the UK economy, 
and new house building, was at a standstill 
badly affecting British Gypsum. I still 
continued to serve all my regular customers 
around Dorset, Devon and Cornwall, two 
pallets here and there with many miles in 
between the drops. DHL had to take drastic 
action to survive. 

This was achieved by routing us into 
other DHL contracts to bring their goods 
north. Paper reels from Sheerness paper 
mills back to East Leake, for use in the 
manufacture of plasterboard. Flat screen 
TVs from numerous warehouses and white 
electrical goods imported through Tilbury 
Docks, all brought back to the huge Curry's 
distribution depot at Newark, then back to 
East Leake for another load of plasterboard. 

As we had no contracts or work 
whatsoever in Hull other than a parking 
yard, the management said they had no 
alternative but to make us redundant and, 
though I wasn't the longest serving driver 
- 22 years at that time - I was the oldest 
driver, on the wrong side of 60.1 steadfastly 
refused to accept redundancy and, 
amazingly, my wish to remain was granted, 
and I remained the last ever Hull driver for 
DHL, aka Securicor Omega or Russell Davies. 

In hindsight, this was a bad move on 
my part, as two years later an ultimatum 
was put to me. Either leave the company 
gracefully as I was at retirement age, or 
leave my truck at East Leake every weekend 
and commute the 200 mile round trip to 
Hull and back in my own car and at my own 
expense. Needless to say, it did not take 
a mathematician to work out my options 
and, after giving it my best shot, after nine 
months of getting up at 3 am every Monday 
morning, to tackle the 100 mile trip to East 
Leake and the 100 miles back every Friday 
or Saturday, the journey finally started to 
take its toll on both me and my finances. 

In July 2010,1 handed in three weeks 
notice and fully retired, as any prospect of 
redundancy was not on the table, as I had 
passed my 65th birthday. It seems I blew my 
chances back in 2008, when I could have 
accepted the offer of redundancy, banked 
the money and found another job in Hull. 

As they say, hindsight is a wonderful thing 
and I didn't even get to receive my gold 
watch having only completed 24 years' 
service. 

So is this the end of the road? What! 

No more articles? Well beware, I may be 
prompted in that direction. As the Editor 
says, one story often attracts other readers to 
share their own experiences. So long for now. 

Brian Featherstone, Hull. 

_ J 
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ALL CREATURES GREAT 
AND SMALL 

Many magazines tell stories of how large 
lorries trundled around the country, taking 
heavy loads to where they were needed, 
car factories, docks and so on. But equally 
important were the delivery vehicles that 
once adorned our High Streets. A totally 
different lifestyle to the'single drop, digs 
and return loads'world in which the large 
vehicles operated. 

I used to drive a van in the 1970s and my 
day would start by arriving at the 'bomb 
site'opposite the warehouse, to fill up with 
petrol from the company's own hand pump. 
Then I would drive up the alleyway to the 
cobbled yard at the rear of the warehouse 
and try to get a space on the loading bay. 
The first two vans in would get the covered 
bay, while the others enjoyed loading in the 
rain. Inside the despatch area were large 
pigeon holes, where each town would have 
parcels to deliver. A typical 'run'would have 
something between 50 and 90'calls'on its 
route. 

It all had to go on the van, so often you 
would fill the cab too, which is why no 
passenger seats were fitted. All your delivery 
notes were put in reverse order, you loaded 
up and off down the alleyway you would 
go, careful not to hit your mirrors, of course. 


Once underway, you would probably travel 
20 miles before your first drop. The first few 
drops, of course, were the items in the cab, so 
that was good. 

You would get to some streets which 
were full of delivery vehicles on both sides. 
You might see'Ever Ready'pulling out from 
between'Lyons Maid'and the'Bowyers'van 
so you could just squeeze in there. Then truck 
your goods down to your delivery point. 
Some streets would be single file.This would 
mean about four delivery vehicles waiting 
for the ones ahead to unload. Sometimes 
the drivers behind would help the one at 
the front to unload, as it got them underway 
quicker. You might just leave your van in the 
queue and truck your goods down the street. 
Then when the queue does move, you are on 
your way. 

One route would involve a 1 in 5 hill. A nifty 
change from second to first was necessary, 
but you did not want your load to fall back 
on the roller shutter, or you would have a big 
problem when the shutter was stuck. A round 
among all the narrow little streets involved 
all sorts of strange manoeuvres, such as one 
place where you had to go around the town 
clock, to get the right angle to go between 
two houses to get to your'call'. I remember 
the chap teaching me this round, as he sat 
on a tubular kitchen chair, because there 


was no passenger seat. I recall him falling 
asleep when coming back from West Wales, 
sitting on this tubular chair and, with every 
roundabout or braking manoeuvre, I had to 
balance him to stop him falling off it! 

On the West Wales'run', I would need to 
catch the Ferry from Neyland to Pembroke 
Dock.There was only one ferry and it 
could only take one van. So it was a battle 
between me and a Bedford TK from'Center 
Fashions', to get there first, as he did the 
same round as me. If you lost the battle you 
would be running nearly an hour late. 

Then, of course, as shops shut from one 
to two o'clock, your lunchtime stop would 
be several towns early, so it was late home 
that day.The vans had a lot of punishment 
with all the stop-start operation. You could 
probably start the vehicle on average about 
70 times in a day.The clutch and gearbox 
would get constant work. The vans never 
saw a garage. There were no'spare'vans, 
and hiring was not considered an option. As 
a result, my van was sold off for scrap when 
it was five years old. It was worn out and 
was falling apart. 

So spare a thought for the light 
commercial and the important job it does. 
The survival rate for this type of vehicle 
tends to be quite low. 

Malcolm Kirk, via e-mail. 



HALL & CO WORKSHOPS 

With regard to the picture on page 38/39 of the workshops 
article, you suggest that it might have been taken in Hall & 
Co's, Salfords, Surrey workshops. The attached photo, taken 
at Salfords in 1956, clearly shows the roof construction to 
be identical. I hope this is of interest. 

Brian Collins, via-e-mail 

Thanks Brian , a great picture, showing a Leyland Octopus 
tipper and an Austin Loadstar in the background. We 
are planning an article on being an apprentice at these 
workshops of Hall & Co in the 1960s in a future issue. 



WORKSHOPS PHOTOGRAPH, NEWCASTLE. 

This is Newcastle Corporation workshops at Byker.The overhauled chassis is, 
as you suggest, a 1939 Daimler COG5 and presumably is about to receive its 
Northern Coachbuilders (NCB) body again (see our recent Venture book on NCB). 
The body has some Roe (not Metro-Cammell) influence in style. It will be reunited 
as fleet no 230, HTN230, part of a batch of 18. This vehicle was sold in 1950, so I 
would suggest that the photograph dates from about 1946. 

Newcastle buses were then still in the dark blue livery, as seen. Trolleybuses 
were in the deep yellow livery then, even the pre-war ones, as seen behind the 
Daimler. Newcastle features were the blue light on the upper-deck above the 
windscreen and the two sets of ventilation grilles (for lower and upper decks) in 
an effort to combat the haze from the relentless consumption of Woodbines and 
Capstan by male passengers. 

Incidentally, the advert forTurog for Tea refers to bread, not the Danish lager, 
Tuborg. 

R L Kell, via e-mail 
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WESTERN AVENUE TAILSCENE 

In the third paragraph, you stated that the building in the 
distance in the picture was the original Park Royal Station. If 
this is so, then the photograph was taken looking west. There is 
still a slope down in the direction of London. Where the United 
Dairies building was, there are now showrooms for Renault and 
Land Rover. Renault has been there many years and did some 
assembling of cars in the 1950s and '60s. 

With reference to Chris Watts' letter on page 67, another 
interesting centre for buses was Doncaster. This was covered in 
the Venture series of books a few years ago. 

Colin Bull, Uxbridge. 

WESTERN AVENUE AND MORE 

Issue 206 of Vintage Roadscene was very good as usual. The 
roadworks article was excellent. The Sweet Success article 
was also very good, and it's nice to see Colin Chesterman 
back in the magazine. The charabanc on page 68 was made 
by Durkopp of Germany, but I don't know the make of the 
Robertson & Woodcock lorry on page 24. Let's hope Nick 
Georgano writes in and tells us what it is. 

The photo of the Western Avenue on page 74 shows the 
section of road between Horn Lane and Hangar Lane, looking 
west out of London. Hoopers of Acton built the coachwork on 
the more expensive cars before the war, along with Windovers 
of Hendon and Gurney Nutting of Chelsea. After the war, all 
three companies became commercial vehicle bodybuilders, 
when bespoke car bodies began to die out. Hoopers built 
many of the insulated bodies for the nearby Walls Ice Cream 
company's fleet of vehicles. 

Park Royal Station in the distance is on the left hand side 
of the road, opposite the Guinness Brewery, which is over to 
the right. Hangar Lane was further on with the station on the 
right hand side of the road, at the junction with Western Avenue. 
Going further west was the Metal Box Company factory and the 
Hoover Building on the right. On the left, opposite the Hoover 
Building, was the Queens Park Rangers Football Club training 
ground, but that was back in the 1960s. 

In Issue 205 on page 39, the Schweppes Bedford A Type appears 
to be delivering to a hotel in the Cromwell Road in Kensington. 
Most of these buildings had the basement entrance down some 
steps, next to the front door. It would have been unusual to 
deliver through the front door. 

Going back to the Roadworks article, I noticed your comment 
about the normal control Leyland Comet on page 36. The Leyland 
Comet cabs were made by Briggs Motor Bodies of Dagenham 
from 1948 to 1958. When Briggs'contract with Leyland came to 
an end, somehow Airflow Streamlines of Northampton was able 
to continue to supply Leyland with the Comet cabs, as late as 
1962. The same cabs also found their way to Douglas Equipment 
of Cheltenham, for a four wheel drive off-road vehicle they were 
making at the time. 

H Daulby, Croydon. 

MORE ON THE ROAD AHEAD AND 
WESTERN AVENUE 

The United Dairies Building, or as it was better known, Superity 
House, was the head office, where all the managers were based, 
all produce stored and sorted for delivery to the company's shops 
and depots, for sale on milk rounds until the late 1960s, when the 
shops became things of the past and direct deliveries were made 
to depots. 

V_ 







W hat's this? A picture in 
Vintage Roadscene with 
no vehicles-well, nearly. 
Yes, it's'road scene'without 
the usual traffic to identify. 
Here we have a picture of Western Avenue in 
Perivale, taken in the early 1930s at a guess 
This is the A40, one of the'arterial'roads out of 
London to the west, not far from the infamous 
'Hanger Lane Gyratory; we are always hearing 
about on the traffic reports. 

Lovers of the style of architecture of the time 
will be pleased to see this. The first building 
on the left is United Dairies, complete with its 
giant milk bottle on top. Then there is Hooper 
- no, not the well-known Hoover factory, now 
a Tesco supermarket behind the facade. This 
was the up-market coachbuilder, later taken 
over by Daimler. A few years after this picture 
was taken, the company was building fuselage 
sections for De Havilland Mosquito bombers. 
Airspeed Oxfords and gliders, during World 
War II. 

Then there is the Callard & Bowser 
confectionery works, where'Cream Line' 
toffees, butterscotch and other sweets 
were made until 1970, the company having 
been taken over in the 1950s by Guinness, 
which had its brewery nearby in Park Royal. 

Then we can see'Clifford's ....'on the little 
white building, which looks like a roadside 
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cafe. To the very right, at the top of 
the hill, you can just about make out 
Park Royal St.... (Stores or Station) 
on the far building. This could have 
been the original wooden Park Royal 
Underground Station, replaced in 1931 
by a 'thoroughly modern' partly circular 
brick-built building, under the auspices 
of Frank Pick. This means the picture 
most likely taken of the A40, looking 
east, just to the east of Hanger Lane. 

Does anybody remembers United 
Dairies or the other companies there? 

However, the main point is the almost 
total lack of traffic, apart from one 
small lorry, and two cars - one looks like a 
Rolls-Royce, a bit blurred, as it was moving 
- unbelievable on a main road like this, 
compared with today. 

The other, rather battered, picture is actually 
making the opposite point. This was Guildford 
High Street, seen around the same time, and 
still recognisable today. The original caption 
is about the stone sett paving of the road 
having lasted 60 years and still being in good 
condition, despite the 9,000 tons of traffic 
a day passing over it. (They were probably 
still there, under a coating of tarmac until 
surprisingly recently, as well.) 

Indeed, to prove the point, we see a lorry, 

XA 9436 (London, 1920), with a draw-bar 


trailer, loaded with what looks like stonel lhe 
vehicle looks very well-used, with its battered 
and twisted body. On solid tyres - on those 
stone setts - going down that hill with a 
full load would not have been for the faint¬ 
hearted in this vehicle... 

Another lorry is coming the other way, up 
the hill, while two'doctor's coupes are parked 
on the right, including XW 9642 (London, 

1924), with a typical drophead of the day" PY 
4527 (North Riding, Yorkshire, 1929), and a 
motor-cycle, casually parked with its footrest 
on the kerb, PE 626 (Surrey, 1925), on the left. 
Like the other picture, the pedestrians add 
more atmosphere of the times. I hope you 
enjoy them as much as I have. 


www.roadscene.com 



An interesting story about United Dairies came to light during a 
talk on local history. In Welwyn, Hertfordshire, there is a property 
currently under redevelopment called The Frith' During World 
War II, this was the base for research and development of one and 
two-man Mini Submarines. During the research, it was decided 
some batteries and electrical switch gear was required. United 
Dairies was approached ,as it had some electrical vehicles under 
test. 

The company agreed to loan batteries and switch gear. The 
Mini Submarines were built, but extra capacity was needed to 
build them in any numbers, which was sub-contracted to Morris 
Motors at Oxford. However, they were being made quicker than 
they were being used, so storage was required. 

Step in United Dairies at Western Avenue for storage. When 
the war was over, somebody at Western Avenue noticed that 
the underground storage was smaller than the outside building. 
Investigation revealed that walls had been built, sub-dividing the 
area. When the walls were removed, a large store of one and two- 
man Mini Submarines were found. 

Whether United Dairies ever got its parts back is unknown, but 
I do know that the company formed a relationship with Wales 
and Edwards (W&E), to build its electric floats in late 1940s. 

Which brings me to another point, does anybody out there 
know anything about (EVM) Electric Vehicle Maintence, based at 
Harlesden which carried out repairs and rebuilds on milk floats 
until eventually taken over by Unigate then Dairy Crest. 

Brian Brown, Welwyn 

_ J 
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CIE RIVER CLASS' LIVERY 

I thought that you might be interested 
in the attached publicity drawing, which 
gives a very good idea of the original 
livery applied to the River Class coaches, 
as I have never seen a colour photo of 


John Curran, Dublin 


“*-1 


^ 2 ^ 




DURKOPP CHARAS 

The centre spread 'Workshops Scene' is the 
best one yet, fantastic photos! It's nice to see on 
page 64 yet another photo of one of the two 
Durkopp charas supplied to the North Eastern 
Railway in 1908, BT 375/6. The one shown later 
became a parcels van, as shown on page 49 of 
John Cummings'Railway Motor Buses & Bus 
Services-Volume V, (Oxford Publishing Co, 

1978). The charas of this concern must have 
been some of the most photographed early 
examples on record. The Commercial Motor 
Archive includes the issue of 4th July 1912, 
where the'other'Durkopp, BT376, is featured is 
some wonderful photos. 

Allan Bedford, via-e-mail 


INVICTA ON AVELING ROLLERS 

I am a fairly newcomer to Vintage Roadscene and enjoy the articles and memories, especially 
M&D/East Kent buses, as my father was a conductor with M&D after his demob, until the late 
1960s, at Ashford, Kent depot, so we used the network widely. I also remember the Invicta 
road rollers, as seen on page 35 of the January 2017 issue. As this one is in Gloucestershire, did 
all the Aveling Barford rollers have the Kent badge on them? Keep up the good work. 

Keith Cruttenden, via e-mail 

Aveling Barford, eventually part of British Ley land, made rollers, dumpers and other plant 
in Grantham, Lincolnshire, from 1934, on a site provided by Ruston & Hornsby, after Aveling & 
Porter, which had made steam rollers in Rochester, Kent was merged with Barford & Perkins, of 
Peterborough, another roller manufacturer. The Kent 'Invicta' insignia had appeared on all the 
Aveling steam rollers and continued on the diesel rollers made subsequently, although they were 
no longer made in Kent. 


> GLIMPSE OF A FAMOUS 
TRANSPORTER 

Vic Capon snatched this picture of the 
well-known Commer racing car transporter 
once used by'Ecurie Ecosse', in the livery of 
which it was restored a few years ago. It was 
subsequently reputedly sold at auction to an 
American collector, but this picture shows it 
travelling, on a trailer, towards Dover Docks, 
presumably heading for a Continental classic 
show or racing meeting, so it's still 'This Side of 
The Pond', which is good news... 
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THE ROAD AHEAD- 
AND BEHIND... 

With reference to the article in Vintage 
Roadscene, The Road Ahead', I am 74 
years of age, just renewed my Class 1 and 
still lorry driving in the Uk and abroad. 

I have seen so many changes in our 
profession, some good, some bad. The 
A40 evokes so many good memories, as 
it was, and still is, the way to go 'Up the 
Track', from my home in Cheltenham Spa. 

As a young lorry driver, 18 years old, 
leaving home at 2 am to deliver seven or 
eight export deliveries to the docks'Up 
The Smoke', as I fired up a petrol 28 hp 
Bedford A model, I was like a dog with 
two of the proverbials. 

I recall the'Jubilee Cafe'at the lights in 
Northleach - oops, hydrovac brakes, can't 
stop! Up to the'Windrush'and, oh, I spy 
the Tate & Lyle Foden eight-wheelers, 
having a kip behind the Windrush, after 
their night trunk, Stoke Orchard - Canning 
Town/Plaistow. Rest a while: "Don't cut the 
job up, lads!" 

On and through Witney, turn left after 
the blanket factory. Look, the butcher 
has left his awning out, proclaiming 
"Meat to please you - pleased to meet 
you"! Making good progress, on the right 
before the Oxford By-pass is the'San 
Remo'a very respectable pull-up. Off 
the by-pass is a cafe at Eynsham - very 
popular for Gloucester and Cheltenham 
lorry drivers"dodgies'. Good-oh, Oxford 
by-pass, I can get her up to 50-55 mph, 
as it is too early to be carved-up by the 
tippers that abound in this region! 

On Headington Roundabout, there area 
couple of cafes - one was The Willow', I 

v_ 


think, but it's much too early to turn right 
to them -'got to get on!' 

The next cafe on the left was The 
Lantern'- big helpings there! Passing by 
Wheatley, oops, nearly forgot The Last 
Chance', a railway carriage that never 
closed. As a young simple Cotswold 
fellow, I could never understand what a 
big strapping lorry driver and a buxom 
waitress could find to talk about, when 
they disappeared 'out the back'... Perhaps 
she was a Leyland Octopus fan? 

Making good progress, up Dashwood 
Hill, past'Chris's Cafe'-got to keep going, 
to avoid the traffic in High Wycombe. Past 
The Pineapple'- shame, a cheap and 
plentiful pull-up - into Loudwater, with 
'Madge's', where Entress changed drivers 
and Valley Carriers and British Geon 
changed over log-books - memories, 
memories - 

Do not forget, the A40 was the main 
road between South Wales and London 
- as I recall all the legends, who were 
always'steel up'and'scrap down', Fords at 
Dagenham, Vauxhall at Luton, to name a 
couple of customers supplied by George 
Read; Edwards of Lydbrook; Harold Read; 
Steel company of Wales; Richard Read; 
Blue Line; Ricketts of Ewenny; Clifford 
Powell (Caldicot); James Smith of Bicknor, 
Eric VickTransport; all legends in their 
own right! I could go on, but back to the 
plot. 

Now on Western Avenue, past the 
'Target' pub, lorry parking there, the 
Hoover Building - very impressive - with 
the Showerings/Babycham depot behind 
it. The next cafe on the left, quite simply 
pull up on the road, Wormwood Scrubs 


"\ 

behind, we had 'Jack's Cafe', which never 
closed and a big London map replaced 
the wallpaper... And 'bubble and squeak' 
to die for! 

I have done well in my Bedford, well- 
loaded, as I turn right at Wood Lane, past 
the BBC, I ask myself: The Embankment, 
via Chelsea, or the City Centre, via Oxford 
Street? 

I chose Parliament Square and The 
Embankment and eventually arrive at 
Dundee Wharf in Three Colts Street, 
Limehouse. "Lodge yer notes'Drive', 
queue's over there!" Dock delays; patience 
is a virtue. 23 Shed, Royal Albert (now the 
Excel exhibition centre), all the Millwall 
Docks, Chambers Wharf, I became'au fait' 
with them all and always arrived next 
time with a few half-crowns to hand! In 
recent times, all these places contain 
million pound properties, who would 
have thought it? 

I digress; next drop - "Too late, come 
back tomorrow'Drive?'So parking to sleep 
inTooley Street, Commercial Road or The 
Minories. No hope in Backchurch Lane, 
exclusively James Ashworth; Longs of 
Manningham Lane; Sanderson Murray; 
and Elders - Yorkshire wool lads only! A 
few beers in the'Brown Bear'; no sleepers; 
no'Eberspachers', but we all spoke to each 
other and nights out could be made a 
pleasure! 

So many memories and I am glad I 
was young in The Golden Age'of our 
profession.'Happy Days'and let us all 
'Keep on Trucking' in our own ways - 
and 'keep it classic'through 2017 and 
beyond... 

Doug Vick, Cheltenham Spa 

_ _ J 



DANISH BACON AECS 

Many thanks for a great magazine. Vintage 
Roadscene continues to be one of the best 
magazines for memories from 'The Good 
Old Days'. I thoroughly enjoyed the article 
and photographs covering Grimsby and 
the local area in the 1970s in the December 
issue, expecially the pictures of AEC lorries, 
although, if I may, I would like to correct 
you on the subject of the Danish Bacon 
lorries. 

These were, in fact, AEC Mercury artics, 
operated by Anglo-Danish Transport.This 
company had a large fleet of these AECs. 
The company had connections with none 
other than McVeigh Transport, which was 
also once a big AEC user. I wrote to the 
company in the 1970s and have a fleetlist 
of its lorries, the letterhead reading several 
McVeigh family members as directors of 


Anglo Danish Bacon. 

Lincolnshire was once a Mecca for AEC 
enthusiasts during the 1960s and '70s, 
largely helped by the main AEC dealer 
being based in Grimsby, S P Commercials 
Ltd, which must have supplied hundreds of 
AEC lorries over the years. 

I though you might like the enclosed 


photos of Danish Bacon AEC Mercury artics. 
I was -and still am - an AEC enthusiast 
and I used to carry my camera with 
me, photographing lorries of interest 
everywhere. Keep up the good work, 
Vintage Roadscene is brilliant and pure 
nostalgia. 

Michael Clancy, Slough 


68 March 17 


www.roadscene.com 




















«(IIU 

MAYDAY 

BANKHOLIDAY 

^SSwF WEEKEND 

Sat 29th April, Sun 30th & Mon 1st May 2017 

Bodafon Fields, Llandudno, North Wales LL30 3BW, 
Great Orme & Conway, Evening Road Runs. 
Shuttle bus service available 
Details SAE: - 48 Church Road, Rhos on Sea, 

Colwyn Bay, Conwy County, LL28 4YS 
Tel: - 01492 545053 up to 6pm ONLY, 

www.llantransfest.co.uk 


Duncombe Park Steam Rally 
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July 2017 


— - Duncombe Park, Helmsley - 

North Yorkshire,Y062 5EB 

Traction Engines - Working Displays - Vintage Tractors 
Craft Fair & Fairground - Trade Stands - Licensed Bar & Refreshments 



“No two lorries are the 
same, that’s why you need 
a specialist to arrange your 
insurance cover” 

Eddie Johnson, HGV and Classic Lorry Insurance Specialist 



The Classic Lorry Insurance Specialist 

www.classiclorries.co.uk 
or call 0161 410 1065 

Classic Lorries is a trading style of ISIS insurance. ISIS Insurance 
Service Limited is authorised and regulated by the Financial 
conduct Authority. Our firm number is 314533. 
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ROAD TRANSPORT PHOTOS 

i940s onwards - pro fessionally printed from 80p tnc P&P 
Free digital images available for Internet use 
Catalogue of over 50 r 000 photos at 

www.na3t.org/road 

On-line or mail order 

SAE NA3TfVR), 14 Ganiwi Road, Worthing, BN11 2DT 
eMail krfc@n»3torg Phone Bob 01903 235167 

Land, sea or air negative col lections purchased 


To Advertise in 

n VINTAGE 17 

KoadscenE 

Call The Talk Media Sales Team On 

01732 445 325 


ansae spms 

Brake and c/trfc/t kydmutk spores for past 
19 35 rtaispc and via toqe buses, roadm and 
comroe.rcioJj, Kfti far master cylinders. wheef 
cylinders and dove cylinders 
Newond retca cylinders. 

Stake hoses from stack armada fa pattern. 
Cylinder resfeevtng Wrvize and one off 
man afat Eure available. 

Contact. Ian Manaacatt. Classic Spares, 
ThttForg^ Fare Sfj-sH Kent an, Devon £X6 ELF. 
Phone/fasc 01626 i91645 
email- ian@idaisjc-partsxo.iik 
wwwx las S3 c -pa rU.c o. u k 


CPA Services 

VI nt jpe iis i.liU4k Hutliiiilor HcfrEorultoii for the 
Lcimmcrviil Vfbidc. Hun 6i Ouch LnlhutiaM 

Quality radiator fettor.iTion JirnJ 
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MORE MEMORIES OF THE 
A63 IN YORKSHIRE 



In the 1980s, while working at a 
large hospital at Willerby, near Hull, 
a colleague who had worked for the 
Ellerman Wilson Shipping Line, related 
a story to me that could well be true, 
but I can't be sure. I mentioned the MF 
tractors passing the school for export. He 
told me that Ellerman Wilson took them 
all over the world from Hull. 

Russia was a destination I had not 
even thought about, but he informed 
me regular deliveries were made to 
Murmansk. He and many of his former 
seamen friends drew the conclusion that 
they were never used for agricultural 
work. They were convinced that the 
tractors were stripped down and the 
components used in the construction of 
light military vehicles. I don't suppose 
the truth will ever be known, but it does 
make you wonder... 

Please don't hesitate to let me know if 
this is getting boring (never - Ed). I won't 
be offended, honest. 

I enclose three not very good photos, 
two dated 1977, taken on what is now 
the roundabout to the then under 
construction Humber Bridge. The Foden 
was in the well-known Clifford Watts 
tipper fleet. The Atkinson belonged 
to Nuttall's, and I hope my memory is 
correct, from Heywood, Lancashire.The 
AEC tanker was at Melton on the A63, 
when the westbound camber was being 
altered. I don't think it was driveable, 
but just used as a stationary tank. This 
picture probably also dates from the late 
1970s. The background has altered, as 
there is now a bridge there, replacing the 
notorious Melton traffic lights. 

John Wheeler, Swanland, 
East Yorkshire 


One of the most memorable sights from 
South Hunsley School of the passing 
traffic on the A63 trunk road were, like 
the BMCs of my bus journey to school, 
products of Coventry. 

Usually around mid-morning, not every 
day, but on a regular basis, a convoy of 
Commer QX two-stroke artics would head 
eastbound to the Hull docks. Loaded 
on the single-axle trailers would be four 
Massey Ferguson 35 tractors.There could 
be up to six or seven of these lorries 
and the tractors, all highly- 
polished made a great 
impression on me. 

The Commers were 
painted in MF red, with 
the company logo on 
the doors. I had it on 
good authority that 
these lorries belonged 
to Mortons of Coventry. 

Very occasionally, you 
would see one of its 
green-liveried Commers in 
the convoy. Even rarer was the 
appearance of a Commer four-wheeled 
rigid, pulling a draw-bar trailer. My 
memory is certainly not what it was, but I 
think the load on these was five tractors. 

Sometimes you would see the empty 
lorries returning westwards. It probably 
depended on the amount of shipping and 
the dockers, how quickly they got turned 
round. I had left school when I last saw a 
convoy of empty MF lorries and was in my 
first year at college in Hull. I was cycling 
up Anlaby Road in Hull, which formed the 
city end of the A63. One of the MF lorries 
was a rigid and trailer, the rest all artics. 

Various traffic lights held up both the 


lorries and 
me. The noise 
from those 
two-stroke 
engines, as they 
accelerated away 
from the lights was 
awesome. Mind you, I 
was probably the only one 
who thought so... 

During this period, the other larger 
tractors manufactured by MF were 
usually transported into Hull by a local 
haulier, H Christmass (I hope that is 
the right spelling), which advertised 
a Hull to Coventry'trunk service'. The 
tractors, designated MF 65, were loaded 
lengthways, two to a trailer. It appeared 
to me, from my perch in school, that for 
every 20 MF 35s heading eastbound from 
Coventry, only one MF 65 took the same 
journey. It was certainly a great export 
business for the company, and I assume 
the country. 
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POST OFFICE MYSTERY 

I recently purchased a copy of'Red 
Van, Green Van'and, although Post 
Office vehicles are not at the top of 
my transport interest, I found it a very 
interesting read. It also complements an 
earlier book, under the heading 'Trucks 
in Britain V 0 II 6 , PO Stores and Telephone 
Vehicles, compiled by Colin Wright. 

My interest in PO vehicles may also 
stem from the fact that, during the 1970s 
and right into the '80s, I purchased some 
vans for use in my own work. These 
ranged from the Morris Minor, both 
versions of the Morris J2 and JU250, to 
one of the last Commer 15 cwts. This was 
one of my most successful buys. I lived in 
Croydon at the time and most of these 
purchases were made at local auctions, 
which were commissioned to dispose of 
GPO and PO vehicles. 

When it came to the Commer, five were 
up for sale, the fifth being the oldest, 
which I decided to go for. When the time 
came to do the bidding, the price crept 
up and passed the previous four, but I 
won the day. It was only when I came to 
pay up and collect the documents that 
I found out that the van had been fitted 
with a new engine about a month prior 
to its decommissioning by the GPO. 

However, moving on, the reason for 
writing this letter is to maybe try and 


solve a mystery. During the early 1970s, I 
was driving from Croydon to South-west 
London one morning, to do a job, which 
took me through Mitcham.The road 
I was on was made up of residential, 
industrial units, breakers'yards and scrap 
merchants - alas, most of which have 
long gone. 

Passing one of these yards, I was 
surprised to see a 1930s Bedford 
horsebox standing in the entrance. I 
could not give up the chance to go and 
have a look, standing at the gateway, not 
to stray too far. The office door opened 
and out stepped a gentleman, who I was 
expecting to tell me to'go forth, etc...' 
but I was taken aback by his charming 
approach, telling me the story of the 
Bedford and that a new owner had 
been found for it and it was awaiting 
collection. 

However, before we parted company, 
he offered to show me two other 
vehicles he had stored at the back of the 
yard. These turned out to be forward 
control Dennis Pax four-wheelers, 
with box bodies, with consecutive 
number plates, with very low mileage 
and in pretty good condition, with the 
exception of someone taking off the 
signwriting with a hammer and chisel. 

It was obvious these vehicles had 
come from the GPO and both carried 


generators, which were still intact. The 
low mileage was because, other than test 
runs, they were driven to Mount Pleasant 
in London and remained there for most 
of the time, as stand-by generators for 
the Post Office. 

I thanked the gentleman for his time 
and walked away, pleased I had found a 
little bit of transport history, but annoyed 
at not having a camera with me. 

Over the years, I have read articles in 
magazines on postal vehicles and with 
the purchase of'Red Van, Green Van', 
nowhere have I seen any mention of 
these two vehicles. A few years back, I 
approached the PO Vehicle Club stand 
at one of the shows at Gaydon, to pass 
on my findings, but was taken aback by 
a very negative response from the guys 
manning the stand. 

Although they did look up their records, 
which showed these vehicles did exist, 
the feedback was that they were either 
broken up or exported abroad. Talking to 
the gentleman in the yard, I don't think 
the torch was an option. 

Now in my approaching years, it would 
be interesting to find out if anybody 
knows the fate of these two vehicles or if 
they still exist today. (Does anybody have 
any information or, better still, pictures of 
these PO Dennis lorries? - Ed) 

Mike Smith, Horley. 


SCAMMELL BURNER 

As promised, here are some wonderful 
'action shots'of a W J Glossop Scammell 
Pioneer burner unit, in Clive Road, 

South Norwood, LondonSE21 around 
1972/3. We have John Hagger to thank 
for taking the pictures. He lived in 


the area at the time, as I recall going 
there to buy some spares for my 1935 
Morris Eight, he being a fellow member 
of the Morris Register, but John now 
lives in deepest Pembrokeshire.The 
Pioneer carries a 1967 West Riding 
registration, as the company's head 


office was at Hipperholme near Halifax, 
although this one has only travelled 
from the depot in Wandsworth. There's 
a Bedford TK tipper to the rear and a 
nice selection of period vehicles at the 
kerbside. 

Allan Bedford, Crediton 
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THE RARE ONES-GUYS 
AND OTHERS 

I would like to correct various statements 
concerning Guy Motors and other 
manufacturers which appeared in the 
above publication.The Vix-Ant was not 
a military vehicle. It was a civilian vehicle 
introduced in 1941 to carry 4 ton loads. It 
used the Ant mechanical units, but with 
civilian wheels and tyres, plus the option of 
a longer wheelbase. The Ant was a military 
15 cwt General Service truck, of which 
over 8,000 were built plus about 4,000 4x4 
versions, the Quad Ant and 101 armoured 
cars. 

The secret of Guy's success was not the 
ability to buy components at the right 
price. The company was not a vehicle 
assembler, like Atkinson and ERF, and 
although some components were bought 
from outside suppliers until the 1950s, the 
majority of components were designed 
and made at Fallings Park. All the major 
components of the Arab chassis were Guy- 
built, including the clutch, apart from the 
engines. 

The post-War Wolf, Vixen and Otter used 
Meadows petrol engines until 1949, when 
Guy-made units replaced them. Guy's 
reputation was built on the reliability and 
durability of its components. This was 
proved to reluctant customers with the 
Utility Arab chassis, resulting in many of 
these municipal and company operators 
continuing to purchase Guys after the war. 

Guy pioneered many new designs. It was 
the first manufacturer to build a lorry with 
an overdrive gearbox and a speed limiter 
in 1914, and built the first British car with a 
V8 engine in 1919.This also had automatic 
chassis lubrication. In 1926, the first three- 
axle double-deck buses to enter service in 
this country were five Guys. In December, 
the world's first three-axle trolleybus with 
pneumatic tyres to enter service was a 
Guy BTX. Guy became a leading trolleybus 
manufacturer up to World War II. 

The first full-size bus chassis to be 
designed around an oil engine with no 
petrol alternative was the Guy-Gardner 
Arab. Sales were slow thanks to many 
operators' reluctance to introduce oil 
engines into their fleets until later in the 
decade, by which time Guy delivery dates 
were longer than its competitors', because 
of the large number of military four and 
six-wheeled chassis the company was 
building. More different types were built 
by Guy for the military than any other 
manufacturer during the inter-war years. 

It was estimated that over 6,000 civilian 


orders for buses and lorries were lost during 
this time. 

This relatively small lorry and bus 
manufacturer also taught the great British 
armaments industry how to weld hardened 
armour plate, saving the country millions of 
pounds by speeding construction of tanks. 
More importantly, this also save thousands 
of injuries and the lives of crew members, 
who would otherwise have been hit by 
flying rivets when a shell hit a tank, as they 
had been previously riveted together! 

Another reason for Guy's success was, 
as mentioned, the company's ability to 
produce special chassis to meet customers' 
needs. The six Otter Diesel Trambus chassis 
built in 1952 is an example. These used 
Otter Diesel components, but the chassis 
frame had the front axle set back, to allow 
passengers to enter alongside the driver for 
one man operation. Similarly, five three-axle 
Arab UF chassis were built for Rhodesian 
Railways, and 50 three-axle double-deck 
bus chassis for Johannesburg Municipal 
Transport between 1956 and 1959. These 
were the largest double-deckers at the time, 
accommodating 105 passengers and were 
34 feet long. Thirty chassis were motor buses 
and the others Sunbeam trolleybuses. 

Guy was the first manufacturer in 
this country to offer disc brakes and air 
suspension on a bus chassis in 1958 and 
then the revolutionary Wulfrunian in 1959 
with disc bakes, air suspension all round, 
single step entry, full-height gangways in 
both saloons, with an overall height the 
same as a lowbridge bus, semi or fully- 
automatic transmission, entrance alongside 
the driver, small number of lubrication 
points and independent front suspension. 

It had the most advanced specification of 
any double-deck bus in the world and it 
was over a quarter of a century before it was 
equalled. It was rushed into production after 
very brief testing because of the company's 
worsening financial position. It was not 
responsible for Guy's demise, as many 
people think, as only a few were in service 
when this occurred in September 1961. 
Jaguar bore the subsequent warranty costs, 
paid for out of the handsome profit made 
from the purchase of Guy Motors (Europe) 

Ltd from the receiver! 

The 8-ton Warrior chassis, introduced 
in 1955, had a moulded glass-fibre cab 
structure made in the Guy Body Shop. It was 
the Otter Diesel Mk 2 and Mk 3 models that 
used the Motor Panels cab. 

By the time Guy resorted to using more 
components from specialised manufacturers 
in the 1950s for heavy lorries, Guy Motors 


was well-established with lighter models. 
To enter the heavy lorry market, the 
company bought AEC two, three and 
four-axle running units, into which they 
fitted Gardner engines and David Brown 
five-speed direct-drive gearboxes, or 
for customers requiring more power. 
Meadows 6DC630 engines, with Meadows 
five-speed overdrive gearboxes.This 
was a short-term project, while Guy 
designed and built its own chassis frame 
and running units. When the Invincible 
Mk 2 appeared at the 1958 Commercial 
Motor (not Commercial Vehicle) Show, the 
advanced cab attracted a lot of attention 
in the national press. 

In the notes about AEC, the author 
suggests this company's demise was 
because it did not offer cabs. This is 
incorrect, as chassis could be supplied 
from Southall fitted with cabs. From 
the late 1940s, these were built by Park 
Royal but fitted at Southall. AEC, like all 
other manufacturers, offered chassis 
for customers to have their own cabs 
built, if they preferred, up to the 1970s. 

An example of a Leyland chassis for a 
customer who wanted a lightweight cab 
on a Comet chassis is shown on page 52 of 
this book. 

The term 'tin front' is incorrectly used. 

This was applied to the frontal structures 
on double-deck buses with enclosed 
radiators, designed by Guy Motors for 
Birmingham City Transport in 1950 
and, subsequently, copied by other 
manufacturers. It was first applied to lorries 
when AEC replaced the exposed radiator 
on its Mk III lorry range with a full-width 
metal panel, having a central grille like 
the one fitted on the Mercury chassis, 
as illustrated in the photograph at the 
bottom of page 8. The correct description 
of the cab on the previous page is'A cab 
that concealed the radiator'. The London 
Transport bus referred to was briefly 
numbered STF1 and had a FULL front, 
which enclosed the radiator with a mesh 
grill. 

On page 9 a reference is made to the 
cab comfort of the AEC Dumptruck 
compared with other AEC cabs. The reason 
was by virtue of the operation of this 
type of vehicle; the journeys were short 
and the conditions more arduous than 
with road vehicles.This model remained 
in production for several years, under 
different names, including Thornycroft 
Bush Tractor (without tipping gear), ending 
up as an Aveling Barford. I think it was also 
badged as a Scammell at one time. 
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Mention was made in the BMC notes to the 
company introducing the first steel tilt cab in 
1965.1 think this should have been 1962, as 
AEC was interested in using it on its chassis, 
before the disastrous take-over by Leyland. 

In the details given on Douglas, there is no 
mention of when the company was formed 
or the fact that, after the war, it converted 
ex-WD AEC Matadors into timber tractors. 
When the supply of the WD chassis dried 
up, Douglas built new chassis, using AEC 
components, including cabs. One of these is 
illustrated at the start of the notes and I think 
the assumed date of 1953 is correct. Douglas 
then went on to building chassis to meet 
special requirements of customers. If steel 
cabs were required, these were bought from 
suitable sources, as the cost prohibited the 
company designing its own. 

On page 57, there is reference to the 
Harrington-bodied horseboxes modelled by 
Dinky Supertoys having a radiator different 
from the Show exhibit. Meccano worked 
closely with Maudslay in producing this 
model and also two coaches in the Dinky 
Toys range, after the 1948 Commercial Motor 
Exhibition.The coaches were also based on 
Show exhibits. One was a full-fronted Duple 
coach and the other the unusual Whitson 
Observation Coach. All three used Marathon 


passenger chassis. The real horseboxes 
were mounted on Marathon Mk 2 chassis, 
which were powered by a Maudslay six 
cylinder petrol engine. This was the only full 
size 'heavyweight' passenger chassis to be 
offered with a petrol power unit. I believe 
Southern Railway ordered four and the LNER 
ordered 16. 

I was working for AEC when Transport 
Vehicles (Thornycroft) Ltd was acquired. 

This company was losing money and facing 
increasing competition for its haulage 
chassis from the'mass producers', which were 
appreciably cheaper. The range was looked 
at, to see if the ordinary commercial vehicles 
could be made to compete, but this was not 
possible and they were discontinued. The 
specialist vehicles were a different matter 
and were retained. AEC wanted additional 
manufacturing capacity so gearbox 
manufacture was transferred from Southall 
to Basingstoke and the factory subsequently 
sold to Eaton. 

Incidentally, referring to the caption at 
the bottom of page 87, Newton Heath is in 
Manchester. 

I hope this additional information will be of 
interest to readers who have purchased the 
book. 

Robin Hannay, Stratford-on-Avon 


BMC TRAINING 
UNIT 

I am writing to say thanks, 
yet again, for an excellent 
magazine. In the'Scene and 
Heard'section of the February 
issue, in the piece from Alan 
Graham on Leonard Green, I 
thought he might like to know 
the BMCTraining UnitVehicle 
was on television a couple 
of weeks ago, being sold at 
auction in Florida, USA. It was, 

I think, on'Chasing Classic 
Cars', with Wayne Carrini, 
and was filmed being driven 
along the Coast Highway 
by him, and he loved it. I 
just wondered if Mr Graham 
had happened to see the 
programme. It had been on 
before, about a year ago, on 
'Quest' Freeview. It was a 
lovely coachbuilt vehicle. I'm 
not sure of its whereabouts 
now, though. 

Tom Brown, 
Micham. 


NEXT MONTH 

TANKERS ON 
BUILDING SITES 

REMOVALS VANS 

LIKE FATHER, LIKE 
SON - DRIVERS 
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MORE • 1965FOUR-WHEELERS • EAST KENT lOO • CAUGHT IN TIME 

APRIL ISSUE ON SALE FRIDAY, MARCH 17TH 

* Circumstances might cause the planned contents to change 


www.roadscene.com 


March 17 73 









: *2 

tv 

\ INSl 

JRANCE| 



WAG 

h | 



Live Music 
Club Stands 
Famous Faces 
Quality Exhibitions 
One Make Parking 
Restoration Projects 
Autojumbles and Trade 



FUN FOR ALL THE FAMILY! 


SUNDAY 18 ,H JUNE 2017 

NORMAN PARK, BROMLEY 

www.bromleypageant.co.uk 































T his is just one of 20 or so views 
of London streets and bus 
stations, taken by the late Edward 
Beazley in the 1970s, which 
have been passed on to us by 
Jim King.Taken in May 1979, this one shows 
Fleet Street, looking east towards St Pauls 
Cathedral, although this is not quite 
in shot. 

Here we have a view of the typical 
city traffic of the day, when the 
national newspapers were still 
produced in Fleet Street, before the 
controversial move to Docklands in 
the 1980s. In fact, the Daily Telegraph 
building, complete with its clock, 
can be seen behind the Austin FX4 taxi, KYM 
845P, then about four years old. 

There seem to be some hoardings around 
the front of theTelegraph building, so work 
was still going on - perhaps the move 
eastwards had not yet been mooted... There 
is actually scaffolding on other buildings on 
both sides of the street. There always seems 


to be building going on in London; how 
would they get on without all those nasty big 
lorries to deliver and take away materials...? 

We can also see'Mick's Snack Bar'and the 
'Trattoria Val-Ceno', either side of'Ye Olde 
Cheshire Cheese' pub on the other, north 
side of the street. Travelling in the opposite 


direction to the taxi is one of the many 
BMC/Leyland FG vans which delivered Ever 
Ready Batteries for many years, direct to all 
sorts of retail outlets across the UK, this one 
registered TYT 715M. It is passing a very 
grubby Ford Capri, parked at the kerb - yes, 
this was once possible, even in Central 
London! 


There are more Ford cars to be seen, a 
'Sweeney'-style Granada and a Mk III Cortina 
behind the taxi and another Cortina parked 
further down from the Capri. A Sherpa 
van can be seen parked on the right of the 
picture, while further down the hill, a Plaxton 
Elite-bodied coach is passing a London 

Transport'Merlin'single-decker 
bus. 

Above this can be glimpsed 
the railway bridge, carrying 
the cross-town British Railways 
line between Farringdon and 
Blackfriars, which is now, of 
course, underground, and the 
bridge gone. It might improve 
the view of St Pauls from the Fleet Street - 
Farringdon Road junction, but it's yet another 
bit of history gone. 

Perhaps we should put the rest of Mr 
Beazley's pictures together in a feature, as 
they show a very different London from 
today, even though it was only 40 or so years 
ago... 


ONE OF THE MANY BMC/LEYLAND FG 
VANS WHICH DELIVERED EVER READY 
BATTERIES FOR MANY YEARS, DIRECT TO ALL 
SORTS OF RETAIL OUTLETS ACROSS THE UK, 
THIS ONE REGISTERED TYT 715M 44 
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On Exc us ve Instructions from: J C Bamford Excavators Ltd 


• ’00, ERF ECU 6x4 Tractor Unit 

• '00, ERF EC11 4x2 Tractor Unit 

• '99, ERF ECU 8x4 Tractor Unit 

• '97, ERF EC11 6x2 Tractor Unit (x3) 


• '06, '05, '03, ARB Low Loader Trailers 

• '05, DAFX5 95 4x2 LHD Tractor Unit 

• '05, AHP 44’Exhibition Trailer 

• '00, Torton 18'Exhibition Trailer 


No Buyer's Premium! Live Internet Bidding! 



Viewing: Friday 24th and Monday 27th March 2017,11 am-5pm 
Location: JCB Excavators Ltd, Lakeside Works, Rocester, Nr. Uttoxeter, Stafordshire, ST14 5JP 
For all onsite JCB enquires contact +44 (0)1889 593555. Available from 27th - 31 st March between 9am-5pm only 
For all other Sale enquiries contact +44 (0)1242 241 111 | jcb@amsauctions.co.uk 


amsauctions.co.uk 
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